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First 



IT IS A 2, 600-YEAR-OLD PRINCIPLE THAT THE COMMON 
PEOPLE, TO BE FREE, MUST BE GOVERNED BY THEIR OWN 
CONSENT. WILL AUSTRALIA ALLOW IT TO APPLY HERE? 

EDITORIA L ON PAGE 3 



Industry at Risk 


A PALM-SEED WEEVIL HAS BEGUN ATTACKING LORD HOWE 
ISLAND’S PALMS. SOME HAVE BEEN FOUND HERE. THE 
ADMIN HAS SOUNDED A WARNING. PAGE 6 


Is Norfolk 



CONTROVERSY HAS ARISEN ABOUT AN INTERNATIONAL 
SURVEY THAT CLASSIFIED NORFOLK AS ONLY PARTLY- 
FREE. TEXT FROM AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTS. PAGE 6 


Marijuana 



POLICE HAVE FOUND MARIJUANA PLANTED ON THE 
ISLAND. THEY SAY THEY CAN STOP IT UNLESS A 
"CODE OF SILENCE" BLOCKS THEM. PAGE 8 


New Export Market 


A WORLD-WIDE EXPERT SAYS NORFOLK HAS BIG EXPORT 
MARKETS WAITING FOR ITS DISEASE-FREE AVOCADOES 
IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. PAGE 9 


New Tax Loophole 


CHARTERED JETS HAVE BEEN BRINGING MELBOURNE TAX- 
DODGE EXPERTS HERE. A REVIVED TAX HAVEN WOULD BE 

BAD NEWS FOR NORFOLK. EDITORIAL ON PAGE 0 


plus: 


LOTS ON THE FIRST-DRAFT CONSTITUTION - REACTIONS. DEBATE. AND A 
QUESTION-SHEET THAT CLARIFIES MANY ISSUES ... MORE ON THE TAHITIAN 
ROOTS OF NORFOLK'S CULTURE ... A NEW "CURRENT SITUATION REPORT" TO 
BRING VISITORS A»ID OVERSEAS FRIENDS UP-TO-DATE ... "IN BOND" ... AND 
NEWS OF EVENTS AND PEOPLE IN "LETTER FROM HOME*. 
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I Plump toasted snacks and 

sandwiches m 2 minutes 

flat Seals the edges and 
< cuts each sandwich in half. 
Heats the titling right 

1 through. 

1 Also makes yummy egg 
snacks. 





Anything you can do, they 
can do faster. 7 
speed model available.. 
Optional attachments: 

Ice crusher and "blend 
and store" jars. 
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The great Australian milk 
shake maker. Whips up 
delicious rmlk shakes ai 
home, whenever you want 
them Also great lor mixing 
other drinks, even pancake 
batters. 

And a Brevitle Egg Rip is a 
super-easy, good-tor-you 
drink you can make in a 
moment 




The kettle you can clean 
inside and out. Made in 
three parts so you can take 
oft the top and clean ft as 
easily as a saucepan. 
Safety thermostat prevents 
damage to element. 




* 




Round desserts for people 
who like square meals 
Serve with maple syrup for 
breakfast or top with Ice 
cream and fruit lor 
delicious desserts. 



Double colour control lets 
you select the colour toast 
you want with any bread 
you enjoy. Reflective heat 
thermostat even lets you 
re-heat cold toast without 
burning. i- 




* 




The wnnkle is dead 
1 with the Breville Iron. 

j; Continuous bursts of 
! Super Steam, at the touch 
; of a button, as often as 
i you want Self cleaning 
j too. and see-through 

_I water tank you don't have 

^' to empty. 










When it comes to 
preparing food, the 
compact little Kitchen 
Wizz does it all. In just 
seconds. And with 

consummate ease. 

The Kitchen Wizz 
owes its outstanding 
(performance to a 
powerful 575 watts 
motor and to the 
unusuaRy sharp cutting 
edges of its biades. 
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DUTY FREE 





TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC . MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 






















Editorial: WHY NORFOLK ISLAND IS ONLY PARTLY FREE 


ISLAND was classed 


House 


partly 


disbelief, on the Island and in Australia* 

m 

At the February meeting of Council one Councillor 
spoke up ior the Island's way of life as it is. He said that 


blessings 


Norfolk ate extremely 


yean about bow Norfolk 


publicly 


appears that the Australian Government's views on the 
uation may soon be announced. 

As the debate may be entering its final phase it is irn- 


issues 


The freedom of 


the Island’s residents is probably the most important 
of all. 


Norfolk has many blessings. Most 


and 


earth 


are among the most fortunate 


social 


that affect people in Sydney c Auckland, New York and Lon¬ 
don. * 

But freedom in the true sense of the word lias little to do 
with the absence of problems, restrictions, obligations or 

"civilised" systems. 

• * 

There is only one basic freedom, and ail other freedoms 
flow from it. That is the freedom of people in a society to 
say how they will be governed, through the consent of the 
majority. 

Freedom began developing in Athens 2,600 years ago. 

In the centuries since then many people have dedicated 
themselves, and many have died, to help develop and se¬ 
cure it. 

Freedom as it began in Athens has three simple princi¬ 
ples. First, the laws should be written for all to see, rath¬ 
er than being ideas in the mind of a ruler. Second, the 
people of a society should be governed with their consent 
rather than by compulsion. Third, the power of govern¬ 
ment should be dispersed into many bands, rather than be¬ 
ing in the hands of a few. 

The Pitcairn race enjoyed all those principles for 100 
years, on Pitcairn and Norfolk. But they were set aside 
82 years ago and do not prevail on Norfolk Island today. 

The law of Norfolk Island, in several.important areas, 
is not written. In such matters as immigration control, 
zoning and environmental control, and the Public Service 
Regulations, the law that is enforced is not written for all 
to see. Its exact terms exist only in the minds of a few 
who have authority, and it may vary with their moods. 


objected that part of the primed Public 
is was not being observed. The Admin 


had justified this 


Minister it aware 


the 


sent but by compulsion. 


Island are not governed by their coo- 


and policies are made 


persons who are in no way responsible to the people wb 
live their lives here. 

The practical power of government is not d ispersed 


it as he thinks best. 


Minister who exercises it or delegates 


And so the people of Norfolk Island, while they are 

"free from" parking meters and land rates, do not have the 
three principles that are the basis of true freedom. 

The reason why Norfolk Island is not allowed full free¬ 
dom can be found in history, it is common in free coun¬ 
tries to withhold full freedom from people who are consid¬ 
ered to have special incapacities - children, the insane, 
aliens, bankrupts, convicted criminals and others. Up un¬ 
til 50 years or so ago it was considered that the people of 
Norfolk Island had the special incapacity that they were 
partly Polynesian. It was considered that they were not 
fit to govern themselves and needed to be administered by 
outside authorities. But now Australia has recognised that 
such thinking is outmoded - and that is why the debate a- 
bout a new form of government for the Island began. 

It is not yet clear whether the simple principles of true 
freedom will be respected in the establishment of our new 
form of government. Many on the island fear, with teas- 

ip 

on, that a new government may be established without the 
consent of the majority, through laws imposed by Austra¬ 
lia's compulsion. 

Our hope is that the men in Canberra who have power 
over Norfolk will want the new form of government to have 
the validity that can come only from majority constat. 

Our hope also is that those men will sense that Austra¬ 
lia's integrity is involved. It is clear that Australia would 
Impose a new form of government, without consent only if 
Australia wanted something that ir knew would not be vol¬ 
untarily accepted by the Island. Norfolk Island's good 


government and fair interests have been entrusted to A 
tralia. If Australia neglected that trim and acted in its 
own interest instead - however many material benefits it 
might hold out - Australia would leave a mark on Its own 
reputation. 

* The mark would not be a Urge one because we are 
only a few hundred people. But it would be there always, 
as long as a truthful history of the Island existed. 


The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard, P. O. Box 94. Norfolk Island 2899. AM contents are copyright 
Airmail subscriptions: Australia $10, N, Z, $A16 ( Pacific Islands$A18, USA-UK $A24; shortened if postage rises. 







A Highly Spirited Sedan 
With Hatchback Styling 
Crowned by an Unexpected 
Touch of Economic Luxury 


a really luxurious amount of 
interior space, with spirited per¬ 
formance and 2-door hatchback 
styling to make it welcome in 
markets around the world. Good 
fuel economy, quiet running and 


an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. In addition, 
it's easy to drive, has superb 
handling and great drive-ability. 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Fretrtacor: k W. HTZ PATRICK 
















NORFOLK'S PALM-SEED industry is 
in "great danger* of being wiped 

out by palm-seed weevils from 
Lord Howe Island, according to 
Norfolk's Quarantine Inspector 
Tony Guiseppi. 

Deputy Administrator E. G. Will¬ 
iams says great care is needed to 
prevent the weevils spreading to 
Norfolk, 

Twelve Lord Howe palm seeds, 
confiscated from a visitor during a 
routine quarantine inspection of a 
Norfolk Island Airlines flight arriv¬ 
ing from Lord Howe, were sealed 
into a glass ar several weeks ago 
and within a week had released 
about 50 weevils. 

Inspector Guiseppl burned them. 

The Island's palm seed industry 
earned $48, 000 last year. It helps 
numerous Islander families, includ¬ 
ing some who are well on In years, 
make ends meet. 

There is a continuing overseas 
demand for the seeds, which in re¬ 
cent years have sold for prices up 
to $100 a bushell. 

Lord Howe provided the original 
seeds from which Norfolk's seed 
bearing palms grew. The palm 
seed crop on Lord Howe has been 
plagued by rats, and more recent¬ 
ly die weevil has appeared. 

The palm seed weevil eats the 
heart out of the seed. A bushell 
of seeds on Lord Howe now has to 
be dumped into a tank of water. 
The empty seeds float to the top 
and are scooped off. T he owner 
gets paid only for the good seeds 
that remain, and is paid less be¬ 
cause of the extra work involved 
in culling them. 

Even with the floating-off pro¬ 
cess, seeds that appear sound may 
have weevils in them - as happen¬ 
ed with the twelve Lord Howe 


seeds confiscated here. This could 
affect the future demand and price 
for seeds from any area where the 
weevil has taken hold. 

In describing the threat to Nor¬ 
folk's palm seed industry, the 
official Admin press release said 
it would take "great vigilance 
and a responsible attitude from 
residents and visitors" to keep 

the weevils out. 

# 

Myth Goes On 

THERE IS A MYTH on Norfolk that 
"Islanders" - descendants of the ori¬ 
ginal settlers in 1856 - have little 
business ability or interest. 

The Administration press release 
warning about Lord Howe Island 
palm seed weevils says Norfolk's 
palm seed Industry is "one of the 
few industries in which the residents 
of the Island are engaged. ** 

The press release obviously meant 
Islanders, rather than all residents. 
And so the old myth is perpetuated. 

Perhaps it began when "mainland- 
era" started setting up new tourist 
shops along Taylor's Road many 
years ago. 

However it started, you can still 
hear the occasional comment, "the 
Islanders have no head for business. 
They'd rather just sit. All the busi¬ 
nesses are owned by mainlanders. * 

The palm seed industry is a use¬ 
ful one r and could become much 
more so if it is properly nurtured. 

But even a quick review of the 
businesses on Norf olk - not merely 
tourist shops but also die less obtrus¬ 
ive businesses that really keep the 
Island going - shows the myth up. 

In the column to the ri$it is a list 
of some of the ways Islanders pass 
the time away while they are wait¬ 
ing for the palm seeds to ripen. 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
New Zealanders you would expect to be staying a? 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
• anyone else - for our rates ate a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 

houses. * • 

Twelve fu 11 y-e qui ppe d apartments, in lovely, 

quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes walk of 

he Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cablei "MUterChriman 


40 ISLANDER 

INDUSTRIES 

Here it a list - probably locom - 
plete - of 40 industries in which ItLao 
ders are earning their livings and 
supporting their families. 

Accommodation * 

Airline operations mgmi. 

Auto tales & serv.* 

Banking 

Bldg.& construction * 

Butchering • 

Carpentry • * • 

Clerical work 
Club management 
Contract cleaning * 

Dairying # 

Dressmaking * 

Electrical conract.* 

Fencing •. 

Fishing * 

Grading, ploughing 

and bulldozing** tjts , * 

Grazing * 

Hire can # 

Import agencies * 

Insurance * 

Island tours * 

Market gardening * 

Motion picture exhibition * 

Nur sin g 

Palm and pine seeds * 

Petroleum wholesaling * 

Printing and publishing • 

Public service 
Radio broadcasting 
Real estate * 

Restaurants * 

Retailing - 

Clothing and footwear • 

Feed and grain * 

Fruit and vegetables * 

Home appliances # 

Home furnishings * 

Photo equipment * 

Souvenirs and general * 

Tractors and mowers # 

Road Transport • 

Sales 

Sawmllling * 

Shipping Agency* 

Souvenirs and handcrafts • 

Taxis * 

Teaching 
Wells and bores * 

(• Independent businesses owned 
and operated by Islanders) 

Almost all of those industries 
sre related in some way to Norfolk's 
tourist industry, and would fall off 
if tourism is not maintained. But 
>nly half-a-dozen or so depend en¬ 
tirely on tourism. The majority 
ue providing products and services 
hat permanent residents needL 
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Strong Interest 



reactions, here 



In Australia, as 



House says ve are only partly free * bat authorities won't talk 



AUSTRALIAN AUTHORITIES who 
govern Norfolk Is laud were silent 
lilt month about the recently- 
publicised fact that the people of 
tile Island are only partly free. 

Norfolk 1 1 lack of political free¬ 
dom was pointed out early in 
uary by a world-wide survey made 
by Freedom House of New York. 
The survey results were featured in 
Australia’s widely-read ’'Bulletin” 
magazine, and in the February 
issue of The News* 

During February the facts about 
Sort oik were aired in Australia in 
thxeeA.B. C. national broadcasts. 

TbeA.B.C. asked Hon* R.J. 



Eli icon, Norfolk's responsible Minis¬ 
ter* to comment on the Island's re¬ 
stricted political freedom, but be 
declined to do so. He was reported 
as saying that a decision on Norfolk's 
future form of government was ex¬ 
pected to be made soon* 
Administrator D.V* O'Leary also 
avoided making any comment on 
the subject when It was 
at the February 8th meeting of the 
Norfolk Island Council* 

It was left to Cr. John Ryves to 
defend Australia's position, 
remarks and those of other Coun¬ 
cillors appear in "Council Trans¬ 
cript" tirli issue. 

Cr. Ryves denied that Norfolk 
is only partly free and said the 
Island should count Its blessings. 

"I think we should stop yelling 
these tort of irrational thoughts, " 
he told the Council meeting. 

"I’m at a loss to understand how 




they could get the sort 
formation which would allow them 
to suggest that Norfolk Island was 
partly free. * 

"The only restrictions that have 
been placed on the freedom 
at people of Norfolk Island, ' said 
Cr. Ryves, "have been done by 
this Norfolk island Council, and 1 
speak of immigration, tourism 
levels, environmental control 
and all those things." 




HOW RESTRICTIONS ARE 
PLACED ON RESIDENTS 

The Council has no power to 
place restrictions of any type 
on persons or property on Norfolk. 

It can only offer advice to the 
resident Administrator, who in 
turn can offer advice to the Minis¬ 
ter. 

Restrictions on immigration to the 
Island are partly contained in the 
Immigration Ordinance, which was 
proclaimed by Australia's Governor- 
General. Council's recommenda¬ 
tions for altered immigration con¬ 
trols have been bogged in the Can¬ 
berra processes for years. 

There are no legal restrictions 
on tourist levels. Council several 
years ago endorsed the idea of a limit 
of 20, 000 visitors a year, but more 
recently has felt that the figure 
should be kept flexible. There is no 
law that limits the number of visitors, 
or the number of tourist beds on the 
Island. 

Environmental controls on Norfolk 
have been the subject of many re¬ 
ports and debates. No general en¬ 
vironment protection law exists, and 
no general zoning law exists. 

Legal restrictions on Norfolk resi¬ 
dents are imposed by certain Acts of 
Parliament, Ordinances made by the 
Governor-General, By-Laws and re¬ 
gulations that can be made by the 

, and day-to-day policy de¬ 
cisions made by the Minister or by 
the resident Administrator. 

- — . —-! ■ - ■-- - —■ — - - -r—^-*■ ' 11 ’ -- - " * i-*-- - 1 " ™ 1 - T ^- 

HOW FREEDOM HOUSE 
CLASSIFIED NORFOLK 

The facts that led Freedom House 
to classify Norfolk as only partly 
free are in two categories - those re¬ 
lated to civil liberties and those re¬ 
lated to political rights. 

The Freedom House survey analys¬ 
ed conditions in 214 countries and 







; 



territories throughout the world, and 
ranked each one on a declining 
scale of (1) to (7). 

Its ranking for Norfolk was (2) in 
the area of civil liberties - close to 
the top - but only (4) in political 
rights. 

"In political rights, " says the sur¬ 
vey report, ’’States rated (1) have a 
fully competitive electoral process 
and those elected clearly rule. 

"Relatively free states may receive 
a (2) because... of factors which may 
include extreme economic inequality, 

, or intimidating violence. 

"Below this level, political ratings 
of (3) through (5) represent successive¬ 
ly less effective implementation of 
democratic processes. - 

"Governments of States rated (5) 
sometimes have no effective voting 
processes at all, but strive for con¬ 
sensus among a variety of groups in 
society in a way weakly analogous 
to those of the democracies. 

"States at (6) do not allow com¬ 
petitive electoral processes that 
would give the people a chance to 
voice their desire for a new ruling 
party or a desire for a change in 
policy. he rules of States at this 
level assume that one person or a 

small group has the right to decide 

# 

what is best for the nation, and that 
no one should be allowed to challenge 

that right. Such rulers do respond, 
however, to popular desire in some 
areas, or respect belief-systems that 
are die general property of the so¬ 
ciety as a whole. 

"At (7) the political despots at 
the top appear by their actions to 
feel little constraint from either pub¬ 
lic opinion or popular tradition." 

In determining whether a terri¬ 
tory should be classified as "free", 
"par$Ly free" or "not free", die sur¬ 
vey uses the seven-point rating sys¬ 
tem for civi 1 liberties and political 
rights. 

A nation or territory rated (1) or 
(2) is classed "free". Those at (3), 
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(4) and (5) axe claeed "partly free". 
Those at (6) and (7) are classed 
"not free". 

"When the ratings tor political 
rights and civil liberties differ," 
says the survey report, "there are 
marginal cases which are decided 
by rough averaging... political 
rights are given slightly more weight 
in marginal cases. ** 

We are living in "a world in which 

national self-determination is con¬ 
sidered to be a fundamental right, " 
the survey report says. 

"It is not many years since states 
-uch as France and England that 
proudly guaranteed individual rights 
placed severe limits on subnational 
group rights. In this die democrac¬ 
ies continued the long record of the 
suppression or conquered cultures 
by dominant peoples. Where these 
cultures survived, there is now a 
revival of separatist expression." 

AUSTRALIA HEARS TWO 

NORFOLK VIEWPOINTS 

THE NATIONAL RADIO show "AM" 
told people all over Australia on 
February 6th about Norfolk Island’s 
being classed as only partly free. 

Here is a segment from the show 
that day: 


Cal Richards; ”A world-wide sur¬ 
vey has stated that the people of 
Norfolk Island are only partly free. 

*The survey, by Freedom House, 
a non-partisan, New York based 
operation, covered 214 countries 
and territories throughout the world. 

it applied 24 criteria to deter¬ 
mine whether people were free, 
partly free, or not free. 

M The editor of The Norfolk 


Island News, Ed Howard, describes 
the Island as Australia's long- 
hidden shame*. He tells Mike Wills 
that Australia finds itself standing 
with France and Chile as the only 
remaining powers denying self- 
government and self-determination 
to their Pacific island territories." 


Mike Wills; "Mr. Howard, in 
what way do you believe Norfolk 
Islanders are only partly free?*' 

E. H.; ’’Well there’s no form of 
democratic government here. The 
people are administered, just as 
though they were people in an insti¬ 
tution of some sort; and the right of 
self-government I think is one of the 
fundamental ones that affects almost 
every aspect of your life. 

The Island at the moment Is ad¬ 
ministered from Canberra. There is 
a local Administrator who is guided 
by what a Department In Canberra 



tells him they would like him to do, 
but the day-to-day decisions on how 
the Island is to be governed are made 
by a particular man, last we knew, 
in a particular office in Canberra, 
who has in the whole of his life spent 
one day on Norfolk island. Now 
that's not enough to be able to gov¬ 
ern a place intelligently. * 

Mike Wills; "Are Norfolk Islanders 
then totally disillusioned with the 
Nimmo Report and its suggestion of 
incorporation totally into the Com¬ 
monwealth system? 0 
E.H.: ’’Disillusioned? That's the 
wrong word. They were incredu¬ 
lous, and 1 think when the Nimmo 
Report was actually tabled, and 
really said, ’Into Canberra you go - 
we are now going to annex you’, 
people could hardly believe what 
they were reading. A great many 
people 1 think felt they had been 
betrayed somehow.*■• 

Mike Wills: "What do you see as a 
possible constitutional solution?" 

E.I.: "A first draft jot a constitu¬ 
tion for the Island has been prepared 
by a committee of two members of 
the local advisory Council* It essen¬ 
tially says that the laws that apply 
on Norfolk Island* for Norfolk Island, 
should initiate in a locally-elected 
representative governmental body 
here on the Island, but that there 
should be a senior representative of 
some kind from Australia, living on 
Norfolk Island and steering and guid¬ 
ing the Island government as best be 
could, and bolding the right to veto 
any laws that the local body might 
make. I think that gives you a reason¬ 
able idea of the kind of - I’m not sure 
you would call it a compromise; it's 
a solution of staying closely tied with 
Australia but still letting people here 
have at least the initiative to propose 
what laws they think are needed. ” 

bolding Norfolk back 


ON TUESDAY February 7th, the topic 
was discussed on "AM” again: 

Cal Richards: "You'll recall that on 
yesterday's AM we told you about a 
report by a New York based organisa¬ 
tion which claimed tltat the Austral¬ 
ian territory of Norfolk Island! is only 
partly free, and you heard! the editor 
of The Norfolk Island News, Ed How¬ 
ard, call the Island 'Australia's hidden 
shame*. 

"Well this morning another Islander 
strongly disagrees* Carol Adams is 
on the line by radio telephone from 
Norfolk Island to Mike Wills. " 

C.A.; "I wouldn't agree with that 
assessment. I think that's entirely 
his own opinion. 

"I think his sort of attitude is what 


U holding Norfolk ha< k from bee am - 
big part of Australia, in (be true sense 
€f the word. And that's whai wc need 
here. 

"We warn to become part of Aust¬ 
ralia and have ail the rights and pri¬ 
vileges, and the same taxes and every 
thing that people in Australia have." 
Mike Wilis: "Mr, Howard states that 
he believes the islanders arc only part¬ 
ly free because they have a virtual 
colonial rule from Canberra at the 

present state* Do you tee any validity 
in that argument?" 

C. A.; "Well the present state isn't \ 

very clear, 1 mean the present situa¬ 
tion of Norfolk isn’t very definite 
one way or the other* 

"Many years ago there was only 
the Pitcairn settlers that lived here, 
and now they are only one-third of 
the community." 

Mike Wills: "Do you believe that 
the majority of the people on Norfolk 
Island would agree with you, or would 
agree with Mr. Howard?" 

C. A.: "That’s very difficult to say. 
Very difficult to say. Nobody would 
really know the answer to that ques¬ 
tion. • 

Mike Wills; "What are your views on 
the draft constitution that has been 
drawn up and is beiing passed around 
the Island?" 

C. A.; "Oh, we’re not very pleased 
with it It's definitely a constitution 
with the idea of making Norfolk Island 
an independent place within five 
years, or at the end of five years. 

This U bow I read it* anyway. The 
person writing, or the people writing, 
this constitution have in mind break- 


completely from 


II 



save tax haven 


II 


Mike Wills: "Is the essential differ¬ 
ence between the two tides of the 
argument simply a question of whe¬ 
ther the Island should remain a tax 
haven or not?" 

C.A.: "Well, yes* l*d say so basic¬ 
ally. I'd say that's basically what 
they're fighting far is to keep^ Norfolk 
out of the Commonwealth - well, 
it's* in the Commonwealth, It is pan 
of Australia - but at far as taxes go 
it isn’t. We don't pay Australian 
income tax here, and there are a lot 
of taxes can be dodged living here. 

"Unless it became fully integrated 
with the taxation system in Australia, 
this tax haven set-up could last - 
and this is what they’re fitting for. 

Is to keep It that way, because it 
suits their form of* - in companies 
and that - to keep It that way. * 

Cal Richards: "Well the Minister 
responsible is Bob Elllcot^ who has 
declined to give us an Interview, 
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IM|m tbit Norfolk Island's in vie- 
peadmcc U under canal deration, 
aq j he hopes 10 o decision in 
the oesr future. * 

(•The upe recording is not clear 
oo the words reported here as "form 
o *. Carol AdocOi said later she 
would not be certain what they 
were.) 


MARIJUANA CULTIVATED 
ON NORFOLK - POLICE 

120 AT LIONS/ROT ARY BANQUET 
SEE "POT PLANT" OF LOCAL DOPE 


DRUGS ARE NOT a major problem 
on Norfolk Island now - but they 
ire on the horizon and will be a 


serious problem before long unless 
Ac people of the Island recognise 


it in time and stamp it out. 

Constable Len Walters told 120 
Rotartans. Lions and their wives 
this in a talk following a combined 
Associates Dinner of the two clubs 
at the South Pacific Hotel on Feb¬ 
ruary 16 th. 

He made his point by displaying 
a marijuana plant confiscated by 
police from a Norfolk back garden. 
The plant was Rowing in a black 
plastic wrapper, like the ones used 
for commercial plants of any kind. 

It was about 45cm (18") tall, and 
Constable Walters said it was about 
six weeks old. 

"Marijuana can grow accidentally, 
like a weed, " be said. "This plant 
did not grow in a plastic wrapper 
by accident. Marijuana U being 
cultivated on Norfolk. " 

He also displayed a small packet 
of marijuana prepared for smoking, 
and a small container of seeds. He 



.49a 

said the seeds were small enough 
so they could be brought into the 
Island without being detected - 
in a trouser cuff or the bottom of 
a pocket. It was also simple to 
more seed from a plant once 
-it had jpown. 

A visitor at the dinner challenged 
Const. Walters about the seriousness 
of marijuana and argued that it was 
a peaceable, relatively harmless 
drug compared to alcohol. 

Const. Walters rejected the argu¬ 
ment- He said that marijuana 
makers needed increasing amounts 
to satisfy them, and were ready 
marks when someone else said to 


hem THey. have a try of this pill!" 

He said be had been involved 
with drug policing for many years, 
and what he bad seen completely 

conTioced him that the acceptance 
of marijuana in a community always 



led to harder drugs being introduced. 

But when another guest asked whe¬ 
ther drugs or alcohol was the more 
serious problem on Norfolk today, 
he answered "Without question, al¬ 
cohol. But drugs are on the horizon. 

Marijuana could be controlled on 
Norfolk only if the community want¬ 
ed to control It, he said. 

He felt certain the great majority 
of people on the Island wanted to 
prevent drugs becoming a serious 
problem, but said that the Island 
tradition of refusing to give the 
authorities any damaging informa¬ 
tion about another resident was a 
difficulty in controlling drugs. 

Using the Sicilian term "omerta" - 
for the code of silence against any 
outsiders - he told of a Norfolk 
woman who bad called in the police 
because screaming motor-biles were 
making it impossible for her to sleep 
at night. 

She told the police that she knew 
who the riders were, bqt refused to 
give their names "because it might 
get them into trouble". 

Const. Walters said the police 
would not have made trouble for 


the bikies, but would simply have 
talked with them, and that such a 
talk, properly handled, often clear¬ 
ed up a problem. 

He said the Norfolk police were 
happy to talk with anyone who want¬ 
ed to leam what marijuana looks like, 
or what clues to watch for if they 
were worried about possible use of 
drugs. 

"We are ready and willing to help 
you protect your Island, "he said, 

"but you* 11 have to help us do it. ” 

FOOTNOTE: An unconfirmed 
report to The News several days 
after Const. Walters* talk said 
that Australian Customs inspec¬ 
tors were now opening all pack¬ 
ages from Norfolk Island going 
through post offices in three east- 
coast cities. The inspections 
are having an incidental effect 
of making sure that Australian 
duty is charged on goods sent 
by mail to the mainland. But 
the purpose of the inspections, 
according to the report, is to 
stop drugs going from Norfolk 
to Australia via post. 


Editorial: get jonah off the ship 


AUSTRALIANS HAVE APPARENTLY discovered a new loophole in their tax law 

i 1 

which they can exploit by using Norfolk Island with a little help from "friends" 
here. 

It’s impossible tor an ordinary citizen to know exactly what the new tax- 

dodge is. Clearly it is lucrative enough to make it worthwhile to charter ex¬ 
ecutive jets and rly here from Melbourne. Rumours, which are rarely fully 
reliable but which often have some truth in them, say that hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars are involved, that a local bank has had to keep staff back at 

night to handle the inflow, and that very large and prestigious Australian com¬ 
panies are involved in the game. 

If such an operation were entirely legitimate and respectable, the compan¬ 
ies involved would be proud to use their real names and pleased to be bringing 
honest new business activity to the Island. But they aren*t. The money is 

tainted and it taints Norfolk Island. 

• * 

It is no doubt entirely legal. So are Melbourne’s "massage parlours". 

So is Hobart's casino. 


has 


11 


to help 


Australians avoid taxes, by recommending an increase in the registrar 
It has put some of the resulting revenue to good use by recommending that the 
weekly allowance to elderly residents in need be raised to $30. 

But Council ought to do more. It ought to make certain that Australia Is 
officially aware of what is going on. It ought to state publicly that Norfolk 

Island does not solicit'such activity. It ought to encourage Australia, if Aus¬ 
tralia is concerned about the situation, to put proper controls on Its residents. 

The income tax haven here some years ago did serious damage to Norfolk 
Island's reputation in Australia. It was a Jonah, and the Island was fortunate 
that Australia revised its laws to get rid of it. 

If Jonah has crept back on board he ought to be pitched overboard again, 

before unreasoning Australian anger brings unreasoning Australian retribution 
on all of Norfolk. 
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WORLD AGRICULTURAL EXPERT SAYS IDEAL CONDITIONS HERE COULD ALLOW AVOCADOS TO BECOME 

The Export Crop N.l. Has Dreamt 



AVQCADO PEARS could be a major 
Norfolk money-earner; we are wast¬ 
ing some of the best natural fertili¬ 
zer in the world; everyone with pas¬ 
tures on the Island should be sowing 
white clover into the kikuyu grass; 
we're producing the best ham and 
bacon in Australia; Norfolk will be 
destroyed, like Philip Island, if we 
don’t stop overstocking; and what 
Island agriculture needs is practi¬ 
cal advice from experts who actu¬ 
ally know farming. 

These are among a shower of* 
ideas from John Douglass, for many 
years a world-travelled agricultural 
expert who visited Norfolk last 
month after a 30-odd-years absence, 

• Agricultural economists? "Keep 
them out:” says Mr. Douglass. 

"Build a barbed wire fence around 
the island if you have to. They're 
just theorists!” 

An old friend and lormer class- 
mate of Ray Nobbs at Horsham Agri- 
cu tural College, John Douglass 
visited Norfolk briefly just after 
World War li, when the bean seed 
industry was at its height. 

Earlier he had been sent to Lord 
Howe Island to see how the families 
there could get by if wartime pre¬ 
vented ships from bringing in supp¬ 
lies. He prepared a 72-page report 
which became an agricultural guide 
for the island, and led to the start¬ 
ing of Lord Howe's vegetable seed 
industry. 

He later became a travelling ex¬ 
pert for the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations, 
and has worked all over the world 
advising under-nourished countries 
how to make the most of their farm¬ 
ing possibilities. 

Mr. Douglass told The News he 
was delighted with the development 
In agriculture and the introduction of 
better strains of cattle that have taken 
place on Norfolk since his long-ago 
visit here. 

But he thinks we are missing some 
gjeat opportunities - the development 
of a real avocado pear export business, 
for example, 

T have travelled, " Mr. Douglass 
said, ’with United Nations in this 
starving world - places like Latin 
America, Africa and The East - 
and I’ve seen a great deal of avo¬ 
cado production, which has be¬ 
come an intensely popular luxury 
fruit everywhere. 

"The two great places to see 


good avocado pears are Southern 
California and Florida. 


n both of these states they 
have these terrible root diseases, 
but they do know a tremendous 
amount about marketing and high 
quality fruit which is largely gov¬ 
erned by the oil content of the fruit 
itself. 

*T’ve been growing avocado pear 
in New South Wales and 1 can't 
get them over the 10-year-old stage - 
they all keel over with these root 
diseases and you can't do anything 
about it. 

avocadoes elsewhere 
get 10-year disease 

"They are increasing the acreage 
oi avocadoes in Queensland but 
they've struck the same trouble 
again there. 

’’They've got some very good 
varieties in Queensland - tnainly 
imported. 

"I think some of the seedlings 
I've seen here - and I remember 
them well beforehand too - are some 
of the finest avocado pears I've ever 
seen, not only because of their great 
yield but their spread of ripening. 

”ln other words, you should be 
able to market them here for many 
months if it was done properly. 

"In California they have old out¬ 
dated trees only seedlings, and I 
have seen a 4* dia. tree that was sawn 
down and worked over with grafts, 

"The big advantage of this, of 
course, is that you have an estab¬ 
lished tree with a tremendous root 
growth. 

The top of the tree is cut off 
and it’s kept alive with grafts, 
and in 18 months you'll have a tree 
10 ft. high again coming from the 
old stump, 

"I'm not an expert on this matter 
but I know there are men on this 
Island quite qualified to re-work 
these old trees. 

"You would have to get the good 
varieties here and see that you get 
the seedlings from them and get 
the buds or the splices from the 
high yielding varieties. 

"Some of the best avocado trees 
in the world are on this Island - 
we should classify them as suet., 

"... Seeing as you are a clean 
Island regarding disease and pest 
particularly in avocadoes. there** 
a tremendous market In New Zea¬ 


land and Australia If you can get 
the right type, grade and market¬ 
ing of this commodity. 

"Avocadoe* In Sydney at Christmas 
time where wholesale SI each. 

There will be bigger yields from 
Queensland, but I think here Is 
such a natural place for them that 
they should be developed. 


11 nest 



ever 


M 


M 


I don't think, for example, that 
you could ever export beef from 
here, but 1 think that the bacon 
smoked here with the Norfolk Island 
pine wood is the finest bacon I've 
ever tasted. 

"1 think there is a good export 
market for it. 

. "One thing I'd like to emphasize 
is that the pastures here are over¬ 
stocked, and white clover even in 
with your kikuyu grass is missing. 

"Fertiliser is so expensive here 
and so valuable, and plants like 
beam and clovers and all the leg¬ 
umes are simulating nitrogen from 
the air, so you are enriching your 
pastures. 

"Good fresh clover has almost as 
much protein in it as meat. 

"Everybody should buy a few lbs. 
of clover seed and throw it any¬ 
where --it will grow madly here 
because I've seen a lot of it that's 
doing very well indeed. 

it goes well with Idkuyu, pro¬ 
vided you let it seed every now 
and then. 

"In other words, you can raise 
it and once it gets into flower 
you should get your cattle and 
stock off it - portion off - you 
can't let the whole farm go to 
seed. 

"It gets carried around in the 
dung of the cattle. 

I think if you just had an elec¬ 
tric fence or a quarter of an acre 
to grow white clover it would be 
a wonderful thing for increasing 
the fertility of the soil and stopp¬ 
ing erosion too because it's a very 
good rooted vegetable too. 

"Kikuyu will choke anything 
out If it's left uncontrolled, but 
it's a great thing for controlling 
erosion. 

"I think everybody iboyld come 
down every morning and look at 
Phillip Island and see that the 
erosion doesn't occur on Norfolk 
lsland f and It will If you're going 
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to overstock it and not control iu 

it *ee Norfolk going the way of 
PtuiUp Island if you overstock. 

You can see erotica. 

Take the Cobuqqd - it's grass¬ 
ing up now because you've had 
tain, but another dry spell and l 
can see it advancing very badly 
in two oc three places. 

"Don't think you're unique in 
this because the whole of the North¬ 
ern Territory of Australia is soil 
erotica because of the cattle 
chopping their feet. 

They get <ky years like at the 
present time* then they'd have 7 
inches of rain and all the fine soil 
is washed out to sea. 

“If you get bare soil here t this 
will occur. 

"I think it's a matter of controlled 
stocking, rather than anything else. 

*... We caught 400 lb$. of fish 
and l could tee these people taking 
two fillets off and throwing away 
the bead, backbone etc. and then 
going and buying a bag of fertili¬ 
zer. 

This is better fertilizer than 
anything else in the world. 

"it's got the best nitrogen In 
the world, it's got calcium (which 
is lime), it's got phosphate (which 
is one of the moat essential ele¬ 
ments missing from the soil here). 



TAYLOR'S ROAD 

DISCOUNT APPLIANCES 


DISCOUNTED SPECIALS. 

SANDWICH TOASTER, 

QUICK GRILL. .... .$23.95 

MIST CURLING WANDS. . $10.50 


PROFESSIONAL 

BLOWER STYLER . , , . $16. 95 


LADY SHAVER with purse . $12. 95 


SUNBEAM ELECTRIC 
FRYMANS from . . 


$26. 95 


New model THORN ELECTRONIC 
CLOCK-RADIO. AM-FM, 
DIGITAL DISPLAY. . . $37.00 


SANSOl STEREO SYSTEMS AT 





and you've got potash and trace 
elements. 

“They're all there in the fish 
residue and this has to be brought 
up and put on the soil. 

**1 dig fish heads into my garden 
and then I put my seedlings in, have 
my crop and then re-dig it and the 
only bone left after three months is 
the big head bone - all other bones 
such as the fins, the skin and the 
backbone have disappeared -- 
gone straight into the soil! 

1 think anybody who is ploughing, 
rotary-hoeing or planting trees should 
dig in fish residue. 

“If you're planting a tree, dig a 
2 ft. hole, throw in the fish residue 
dig in, fill in half way, then plant 
tree and fill. 

“I even use egg shells. Egg shells 
are pure lime. 

T have a 4 gallon drum into which 
1 throw all sorts of bones and a shovel 
full of soil. 

“When I'm ready to plant anything, 
I just turn this over and I can tell 
you it's more valuable than any 
artificial fertilizer combination in 
the world. 

Beef bones are a bit difficult be¬ 
cause they are big but I use all the 
lamb bones and chicken bones. 

“In glass houses, we grow lots of 
things in pots. Instead of having 
stones in the bottom of the pot, I 
use beef bones and when you've 
had something growing in them 
for two or three years the bones 
are all rotting away. 

’They've still got phosphate and 
lime In them but the nitrogen has 
gone out of them. 

“...Don't have an agricultural 
economist - they're just theorists. 

“I think New South Wales would 
be the place to get somebody from 
because I don't think Canberra 
would send you anybody - I wouldn't 
have anybody from Canberra unless 
they were going to do something 
very big politically for you. 

.. I would think the man to 
bring over would be a tropical 
fruit man from the N.S.W, De¬ 
partment of Agriculture first. 

"He'd be a field officer. 

“Get a field officer in general 
apiculture. 

If they send you an egronomist 
they'd most probably send you a 
grasslands specialist. 

“A grasslands specialist would 

probably tell you what I've told 
you. 

fou’d have to get somebody 

who knows what they're talking 
about. 

"What you need is a practical 
man with dirt on his boots." 


CONSTITION 2ND 
DRAFT UNDERWAY 


WORK ON A SEQOND DRAFT for a 


constitution for Norfolk Island began 
last month. 

The first draft created intense in¬ 
terest oq Norfolk, and comments from 

■ * . 

residents and from friends of Norfolk 
overseas axe still being received and 
will be taken into account in a closed- 
session meeting of Council early in 


March. 

Reactions to the first draft, in in¬ 
formal Island discussions and at the 
February Council meeting, included 
Legalistic language made it off- 
putting for many people. “It's as 
hard to read as the back of an Insur¬ 



ance policy, “ said one resident. 

• The titles used seemed too 
puffed-up for Norfolk. The Idea of 
having an Australian ’Governor’* of 
the Island struck many people as 
being out of place. A meeting of 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers suggested the ti tie 
"Commissioner”, as used by England 
and New Zealand in island territories. 

OProvision in the first draft for 
ending Australia's veto power, by 
public referendum after five years, 
led some residents to feel the draft 
was aimed at complete independence 
or Norfolk. Councillors made it 
clear that this was not their inten¬ 
tion. 

Crs. Blucher and McIntyre, the 
members of the committee respon¬ 
sible tor the first draft, emphasized 
that the purpose of the draft was to 
get the Island thinking, so that 
succeeding drafts will get closer 
and closer to what the majority of 
electors want. 

Cr. McIntyre tabled a list of 35 
questions concerning Norfolk's form 
of government. Under each ques¬ 
tion, the question-sheet showed what 
Norfolk's present method of govern¬ 
ment is, what the Nimmo Report 
had recommended, and what the 
first draft constitution recommended. 

Cr. Smith had obtained a quantity 
of the question-sheets and had been 
distributing them to patrons at the 
Mission Rd. Theatre, to help them 
understand the first draft and to stim¬ 
ulate their own thinking about what 
would be best for the Island in the 
future. This had brought “a very 
favourable result, ” he told Council. 
“The public will now be able to 
come up with a guide, " he said. 


FULL TEXT OF THE QUESTION 
SHEET MENTIONED ABOVE IS < 
PAGES 27-28 OF THIS ISSUE. 
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In the little cottage 

at Aunt Em’s 





From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk.. .banana, pumpkin and kumera 

pilhi... taro... resh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 

banana and # _ 




... baked chicken... guava 
pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer. •. 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small/ 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT 


ELVA 



VALLEY VIEW restaurant 


NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 





Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 

entree, choice of a steak, veal or 
choice of sweett. On Friday dinner It $8 
and It the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets 


JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4. 30 - RING 2186 



































































































































RQUDS 


(Norfolk ItJand) Limited 


Prtt:>tNr FOH YOl'R INSPECTION 


THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 






watches 


T IS SOT watches 





NCO watches 


ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 

^ % V ♦ 

* * 
il 

Lladro and Dresden figurines 

Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 

jewellery 



_ 

it m 

xvff/'/’ 


ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND 





RINGS 


ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
VN AUSIRAL1AN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


i 

% 



ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



SHOP AT 













HOURS 


"must" 


PATON PLACE 
may be out o: town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a 
'i ou will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tic 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
anti other souvenifs 


Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
lirectly opposite Nimpex. 
Phone 2181 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday 

TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat.. 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.76, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 64 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport it open 
lor passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also atN.l, Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Erl. 

1-I8RARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4 6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STA MPS ; Ai P.O, or at Island! Shop 
aTdoors east. For back issues of 

ilk Island sumps, get in touch 
Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 


ADMIN 


6pm 



Accounts, registrar. 10-1 and l| 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PIN! 

generally 9am-12. 30. and 2pm-6. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

■■—jlMWiC: Trading. 
Rost 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 

7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Mlddlegate store) 
8,30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 

Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. .Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat. 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJO YA BLE 
ATMOSPhERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 



A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 

TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY • WITH 


RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 


US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2019 































SAHE-OAY NEWSPAPERS I 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-F pi-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 


GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

if flit 



ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 
♦ *5 > 


o 

33 

< 

♦ 

u 

cc 


u 

DC 

< 

♦ 

u 

I DC 

< 

♦ 

u 

DC 

< 

♦ 

u 

so 

< 

♦ 

U 

DC 

< 

u 

ISO 

< 

+ 

U 

CO 

< 

+ 

U 

CD 

<; 

♦ 

u 

CD 

< 

♦ 

u 

OQ 


A. 



.C. 




(OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 




* 


o* 


\0 






\0 







<x 




w 


aH 






4fi 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AB 


CO 

n 

+ 

> 

CO 

O 

+ 

> 

CO 

O 

+ 

> 

CO 

O 

+ 

> 

00 

n 

+ 

> 

00 

O 

+ 

> 

GO 

n 

+ 

> 

GO 

O 

+ 

> 

03 

n 

> 

00 

n 

+ 

> 

CO 

n 

+ 

> 

CD 

n 

+ 

c 


Point'll Shoot. 
Only by lfivitar. 


* * 






FROM S39 95 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality 

In photographic lenses Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses i 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now. you II find the same Vivitar quality an 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point nShoot camera. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK’S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 









































; 1 ■') 1 1 'i f 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


jmmmM 



Here are a few of the many thing* to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can ihop late at the Trading Po«t 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


CENTRE. Post Office 


ourlst Boaid 


3ISLAND 'ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY mm touching inscriptions on old he ad it on 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk*! legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB *• visit on welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Raw son Hall and Minion Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 

(§) HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 


CASCADE PIER 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


EMILY BAY 


POINT HUNTER 


A l roads lead to tbe cooplete holiday ai.nl -cart 

T H E 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 





OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 aa to 9 pa 


(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
only from 9 am to 7 prti -- sorry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs. . . tes* 
and coffees. • .a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'hest-n-Krve' Items 
•..soft drinks.• .biscuits, crackers and savouries. • • Ice cream. •. Imported cheeses. • • lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper. ..personal and gift stationery.• .greeting can...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. • .novelties.., mainland newspapers*..tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con* 
diments.*.picnic supplies*.*games*•• artists* requisites. • .gourmet foods.•• sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegtes, 
when Norfolk has them. * .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early A late. 







The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single tens reflex camera has been 
written. 

m 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operationhas become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 

m 

extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject, Rrom a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 











i ms tradition of creative engineering in 
eudio is one that we et Sansui are proud of. 
and try to maintain at alt coats in the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interM* as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui thaaa days is divide 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 
costs and expenses—and ultimately the pnoe 
of our finished products-on the other 



ALL-SOURCE 4-CHANNEL RECEIVERS 

With Type-A QS Varlo-Matrlx and CD-4 


SANSUI HIGH FIDELITY HEADPHONES 

Stereo and 4-Channal Listening Pleasure 




i SANSUI SOURCE COMPONENTS 

Wft High Fidelity Stereo Cassette Decks with Dolby 



SANSUI'S SPEAKER SYSTEMS 

Extra-Large Woofers for Dynamic Realism 


QUALITY INTEGRATED S 

ively Engineered Components 




SANSUI’S FINEST STEREO EQUIPMENT 

BA/CA Power, Preamplifier and Integrated Am 


egrated Amplifier. 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 















SUN 



March 


MON 

E MARCH EVENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND l 

A 

Fletcher Christian was made a Lieutenant 


TUE 



aboard HMS "Bounty", 
King and his party landed on Norfolk - the "First Settlement 
March 7th* 1831: All 87 Pitcairners were picked up and moved to Tahiti, because 
the fcitish Government thought they were outgrowing Pitcairn, The ordered mig¬ 
ration was a disastrous failure, and the Pitcairners found their way back home. 
March 19th, 1790: The ship "Sirius" went aground on rocks off Norfolk. Efforts to 

She was stripped of cargo and equipment, and began breaking 

up on March 23rd. 

March 30th, 1914: By Order in Council, England handed Australia the responsibility 
the peace, order and good government of Norfolk Island. , 





■Qturch services 
■Film, un’b'dOm.aO) 
Film (MRT3. GO) 

Museum open (M1 -4.30) 





HOLIDAY 
N. I. Foundation 
■Housie (LC) Day 
Film (Nik) 

Sm’b’d (SP) 

Film (MRT8.00) 











Films (Pds & LC) 
Darts (RSL) 

Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 
C'dants Din (G) 





■ Film, sm'b’dfV,, 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M 1 -4.30) 


* 



■ Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Museum open (M i -4.30) 

■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00) 
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■Church services 
■Film. sm'b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 

■Museum opea (M 1 -4.30) 


13 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
■Sort'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 



■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


15 

■Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml - ' 20) 


* 


- y . * 


i k: 


( i ' 


' i 1 ‘ 

k * * * H, 


* t! 


19 

■Church services 
■Film. sm’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT3. OG) 

■ Museum open (M 1 -4.30) 


20 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 


21 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00) 
■C*dants Din (G) 



■ Film, sm r b f d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

. BOpen night (Nik) 

■Museum openr - 4. 





EASTER 



HOLIDAY 
Easter Monday 



■Church services 
■Film. *m*b*d (VV7. 30) 
■film (MRT 8 . 00) 


■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8 . 00 ) 
■C‘dants Din (G) 



•4 ■Film, snTb’dfVV) 

Li ■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open v-i 1 - 4.30) 
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i > * 


. 'Housie (LC' 

’ .*Ld(b?) 

9 kwL8. 00) 


* # ♦ 


rjr (Nlk6.30) 

(MRT8. 00) 




-J Hourie (LC) 
■SnVb'd fSP) 

Pli lOt^B.OO) 
horary (N‘ '.30) 
Film T T.T8. 00) 






Film v »RT8. 00) 




(LC) 


nsu'b’d (SP) 

*• Fiiir (RSL8.00) 

y (Nlk6.30) 
( s iRT8. 00) 






Li Housie (LC) 
Sm'b'd (SP) 

Fi)m (RSL8. 00) 
Rotary (IJlk6.30) 
Film CdRT8. 00) 




FRI 






Film (RSL8.00) 
Open night (Pds) 
Film (MRT8.00) 
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Film (RSL8. 00) 
Open nigbt (Pds) 
Film (MRT8.00) 






HOLIDAY 
Good Friday 
Film (RSL8. 00) 
Open night (Pds) 
Film (MRT8. 00) 


31 





Film (RSL8.00) 
Open night (Pds) 
Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 







SDA service 
Housie (RSL8. 00) 
Open night (Nik) 
Film (MRT8. 00) 


11 






SDA service 
Housie (RSL8. 00) 
Open night (Nik) 
Film (MRT8.00) 


ip —; 

if 

17 

18 

"iho .ric* (LC) 

■Film (RSL8-. 00) 

■ SDA service 

«Sn ’ (CP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Housie (RSL8.00) 

"iFif: (RSL8. 00) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

*" (Nlk6.30) 


■Film (MRT8.00) 







SDA service 
Housie (RSL8. 00) 
Open night (Nik) 
Film (MRT8. 00) 


march 


wind ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent 
*8^ of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. ^ 



LOCATIONS 


A 

BP 

BC 

BCP 

BH 

C 

CE 

EB 

G 

GC 

H 

KO . 

Lib 

LC 

LK 

M 

MC 
ART 
Nik 
P ds - 
PH - 
RH - 
RSL - 
Scl . 
SDA * 
SP - 
StB - 
SW - 

vv . 

YC - 


-Admin. Bldg. 
-Burnt Pine 
-Bowling Club 
-Bicentennial Park 
-Branka House 
-Catholic Church 
-All Saints Church 
-Emily Bay 
-Garrison RestVt 
-Golf Club 
-Hospital 
-Kingston Oval 
-Library •• 

-Leagues Club 
-Lime Kiln BBQ 
-Museum Bldg. 
-Methodist Church 
-Mission Rd. Talkies 
-hotel Norfolk 
• Paradise Hotel 
‘Pitcairners Hall 
■Rawson Hall 
RSL Club 
■ School 

7th Day Adv. Hall 
South Pacific Hotel 
St. Barnabas Chapel 
Simon's Water 
Valley View RestVt 
Youth Centre 
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COMPAGNIE DES 



CALEDONIENS 


S.A. 37.89Q00'(CFP/Registered Off-' 

ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



C.C.C. A 
G«C.C. A 



from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAl 

NTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 

0 

GENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, TeL 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 



Teltpbone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 ((Geoff) 

1 * * V " •* 


* t 




























NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY HIT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. GO, 12. 30. 1.00,2.00, 2.30, 3.00 3 30 8 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES n an r an i n aa io aa y nV 


MONDAY 
15 My Word 


hour 


10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Bing Crosby story 
12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8,00 News, C&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 

9. 00 News 

9 .15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TU ESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10. 30 Hospital Programme 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 

2.00 Rddio Australia relay 


7. 05 Children's Story 

| 11.00 Requests i 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 1 

(Jazz Programme) 

1. 30 S.D, A. Prog. 1 

8.00 Bing Crosby story 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 

9.30 Jazz Plano 

7. 00 (First Thurs. ln Mth 1 

10,30 Close 

only) Council Re-brdcsu 

WEDNESDAY 

7.05 An Evening of 

9.15 Home to Roost 

10. 05 Morning Serial 

Entertainment 1 

11. 00 Light Music from 

FRIDAY 1 

W i 

the Netherlands 

9.15 Comedy Show 1 

12. 05 World Affairs 

10. 06 BBC Rock Line(Muslc) 1 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

10.45 Morning Serial 1 

2, 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

11.00 Elton John Story ' 1 

only) N.I, Council Mtg, 

12. 05 Science/Sports 1 

4. 00 Linda & Dilly 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 1 

Tots to Teens 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 

7.00 Pick of the Week j 

• 

Prog, includes Comedy 

7.0e Programme Surround- 

Drama, Book Reviews 

ed by Fine Music 1 

THURSDAY 

SATURDAY 

’ 9.15 World of Books I 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 1 

10. 05 Much Less a Slave 

10.45 Morning Serial ' 

10. 30 Aust.& local news • 1 


11. 00 Top of Pops 
11.30 The Goods 
12.00 Local news 
12.25 Swop Shop 
1.00 Radio Amt. 
5. 00 Young Mood 


relay 


7.05 Comedy 

7. 30 Movin’ Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay’s Case Boo^ 

9.45 The Par am or Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12. 30 Radio Australia relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6. 30 Wilfred Tbomas Show 

7. 00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 



DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers 1 Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 


folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


Pitcairners. "The author! 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 

say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to AusU.Jl to box 94. 



1'HE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 


ui 

JU 



Hotel 


Cocktail 

# v 

Bar and 



£ Your favourite cocktails 
L fcv.i 0 ‘fine cellar of imported wines 



U/tNB 


D1N£ 


VELY DINING ROOM 

A LA CARTE MENU 


DANOe 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS 


PLEASE RING 2256 FOR BOOKING 


Eddie Lloyd. Manager 






























CURRENT SITUATION REPORT -MAR.’78 


STATUS Norfolk Island is one of 
three remote, inhabited groups of 
islands which are "territories of Aus¬ 
tralia''. Ail three territories are con¬ 
sidered as part of the Commonwealth 
far some purposes, but each is admin¬ 
istered as a separate entity, and has 
its own distinct history, racial char¬ 
acteristics, culture and set of laws. 
From 1856-1914 Norfolk Island was a 
British Crown Colony, for which Aust¬ 
ralia accepted administrative author¬ 
ity In 1914. Its population is approx¬ 
imately 1600. Since 1856 the island 
has had its own separate system of 
laws and its own financial budget. 
la the latest financial year (1976/77) 
the Island's revenues were approxi¬ 
mately $100, 000 jpeater than its ex¬ 
penditures, and the balance of this 
and earlier financial surplusses, in¬ 
vested at interest, was approximately 
$600,000. Laws of the Island may 
bn enacted by the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment or proclaimed by Australia's 
Governor-General. The resident 
bead of the island's acfcninistradon 
is posted from Australia and is answer 
able only to Australia's Minister for 
Home Affairs. The island has no 
democratic government. 


POLITICAL P OSITION IN THE PACIFIC 
Horfolk Island Is one of the remaining 
six colonies in the Pacific Islands which 
do not have self-government and have 
been refused the right of self-determina 
don by their administering powers. 

(The other five are New Caledonia, 
Preach Polynesia and the New Hebrides 
administered by France, with England 
co-administering the New Hebrides * 
and Easier Island and Juan Feradandez, 
a<krinistered by Chile. > AU other 
Pacific lslaodi territories have either 
become self-governing during the 
past two decades, or have been assured 
of the right of self -determination as 
they advance from colonial status to 
either Integration Into the parent na¬ 


tion, independence, or self-govern¬ 
ment in association with a larger pow¬ 
er. 


PARTLY FREE Civil liberties in 
Norfolk Island are at a high level, 
being virtually equal to those prevail¬ 
ing in Australia. Political rights are 
virtually non-existent, however, as 
laws and government officials are 
given force by Australian decisions. 
The islanders’ consent is not sought 
for these decisions, and at times 
they are made despite the islanders' 
dissent. As a result Norfolk Island 
was included in the 1977 survey of 
Freedom House, New York, as one 
of the world territories that are only 
partly free. 


NEW FORM OF GOVERNMENT IMMIN¬ 
ENT Norfolk's Island’s colonial 
arm of government was recognised 
as being ''outmoded and inappropriate" 
by the Australian Government in 1975. 
A new form of government is likely 
to be decided on during 1978, after 
three years of discussion among the 
islanders themselves, and a Royal 

Commission study which was report¬ 
ed on in 1976. (The 'Nimmo report*. ^ 
As yet the Australian Government 
has refused to allow an act of self- 
determination in which the island's 
electors would express their own free 
will concerning their future form of 
government. In an unofficial ex¬ 
pression by way of signed ''solemn 
declarations'' in 1977, more than 
two-thirds of the electors declared 
that they wanted the island to retain 
its own separate system of laws, 
benefits and taxes and to continue 


being a separate and distinct terri¬ 
tory of Australia. This preference 
has also been unanimously supported 
by the eight elected members of the 
island's advisory Council - a body 
with qo executive authority, but 
nevertheless the only elected repre¬ 


sentatives of the people of the island. 

The Royal Commission report recom - 

mended that Norfolk Island should be 

% 

fully integrated into the Australian 
political system. It recommended 
that the consent of the island's people 
should not be asked in making such 
a change. 

An estimated 15-207oof the island’s 
electors appear to favour the idea of 
Norfolk's being integrated into Aust¬ 
ralia. A petition generally express¬ 
ing support for the Royal Commission 
report, and specifically calling for 
the payment of all Australian social 
service benefits on Norfolk, was 
signed by some 200 persons. 


THE POSITION OF THE PITCAIRNERS 
Norfolk Island was made a separate 

and distinct Britith Colony in 1856 
specifically to establish it as a new 
homeland for the people of Pitcairn 
Island, who accepted the govern¬ 
ment's offer of the island. 

Government documents of the 
day show that it was England's in¬ 
tention that the Pitcairners should 


continue to govern themselves on 
Norfolk, and that all of the island's 
land would be granted to them free¬ 
hold or for community use. On 
this understanding they abandoned 
Pitcairn Island, but over the years 
there was increasing interference in 
their affairs by authorities in Aust¬ 
ralia. Self-government was term¬ 
inated in 1896, and much of the 
island's land (including most of the 
historic buildings at Kingston) appea 
to be regarded by Australia as its 
Crown property. 

While Pitcairners in every genera¬ 
tion have protested against the dis¬ 
honouring of premises made to them 
in 1856, Norfolk is nevertheless theii 
racial homeland. New immigrants 
wishing to became members of the 
community are subject to strict 
immigration controls, but descen- 
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dants of the Pitcairn settlers have 
always been allowed to take up 
residence on the island whenever 
they wish. The 19*76 Royal Com¬ 
mission report recommended that 
this right should be terminated. 

The principal organisation of Pit¬ 
cairners, the Society of Descen¬ 
dants of the Pitcairn Settlers, has 
the preservation of this right as one 
of their basic objectives, 

AUSTR ALIA'S ROLE IN NORFOLK 
In 1914 the people of the island 
appear to have wanted Norfolk to 
remain a British Crown Colony but 
the British Government did not wish 
to continue its responsibilities for 
tiie island. Australia accepted the 
responsibility at England's request. 
Apprehensions of the islanders were 
allayed by Australia's statements 
of policies it intended to follow. 
Customs duties on Norfolk produce 
exported to Australia were removed. 
It was planned that Australia would 
assist iq studies o the easibllity of 
building a harbour for the island, al¬ 
though no construction work ever 
eventuated. The Governor-General 
o: Australia gave assurance that 
while the hands of future Parliaments 
could not be tied, the islanders 
could rest assured that Australia 
would not in future change Norfolk's 
system of laws without very good 
reason. 

In a 1975 legal opinion, R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, Q. C., andM.H. McLelland, 

Q. C. stated that as Australia accept¬ 
ed Norfolk Island as a separate and 
distinct settlement, it was clear 
that Australia should administer Nor¬ 
folk for the benefit of the island 
and its inhabitants, (In December, 
1977, Mr. Ellicott was made Minis¬ 
ter for Home Affairs and as such 
was given responsibility “or the ad¬ 
ministration of Norfolk Island.) 

In 1976 an Australian High Court 
decision (in the "Berwick*’ case) 
confirmed that Australia's author¬ 
ity to administer its Territories, 
under Section 122 of the Constitu¬ 
tion, was "plenary". 

The principal judgment in the 
Berwick case said that the power 
given to Parliament by Section 122 
could be used properly in various 
ways, depending on a territory's 
size, importance, and stage of pol¬ 
itical and economic development. 
Parliament has full power, accord¬ 
ing to the judgment, to "endow" 
Norfolk island with its own separ¬ 
ate political, representative and 
administrative institutions, and 
control of its own public treasury. 

DRAFTING OF A CONSTITUTION 
The elected members of the island 



Council have begun the work of 
drafting a constitution for the Island. 
Such a constitution could be given 
effect only by Act of die Australian 
Parliament. It is the intention of 
the Councillors that such an Act 
would be sought only after the elec¬ 
tors of the island had approved the 
basic principles of the constitution 
at a referendum by secret ballot. 

The first draft for a constitution 
has been published, and public com¬ 
ments are to be taken into account 
in preparing a second draft. In 
essence, the first draft proposed a 
form of government in which a lo¬ 
cally-elected legislative body would 
initiate laws, subject to comment 
from, and veto by, Australia; the 
veto power could be removed after 
five years if a majority of electors 
voted at referendum that it should 
be. Australia would retain author¬ 
ity over a range of matters with in¬ 
ternational implications, including 
foreign affairs, currency and bank¬ 
ing, and defence; and a range of 
Australian laws, agreed to by the 
island and Australia, would be en¬ 
forceable on the island by Australia. 


CURRENT ISSU ES At the time of 
writing of this Situation Report -mid- 
February, 1978 - the affairs of Nor¬ 
folk Island are in the hands of the 
newly-created Department of Home 
Affairs, and its new Minister, Hon. 
R.J. Ellicott. Mr. Ellicott has said 
that he hopes to visit the island in 
the near future. He has declined to 
comment on whether the people of 
the island will be allowed self-de¬ 
termination of the island's new form 
of government. He has been invited 
by the island Council to comment on 
the first draft constitution. 

On the basis of his knowledge of 
the island and his legal opinion of 
1975 on its relationship to Australia, 
Mr. Ellicott would appear to be sym ¬ 
pathetic to the Islanders' point of 
view in his Ministry of the island. 

His appointment as Minister was 
warmly welcomed on Norfolk. 

The islanders have recently be¬ 
come concerned at evidence that 
Australians are once again exploit¬ 
ing some opportunities to avoid 
Australian taxes by setting up com¬ 
panies or trusts in Norfolk. Tie 
island was used by Australians as an 
income tax haven until 1973, when 
the Australian laws were altered to 
close the loopholes. While a few 
residents benefit from such activity, 
and public revenues benefit rom 
company registration fees, a great 
many residents fear that this activ¬ 
ity by Australians will create puni¬ 
tive attitudes against the island it¬ 





self within tite Australian govern¬ 
ment. They see it as an Australian 
problem, which they wish Australia 
would correct by alterations in iu 
own laws. They deeply resent sugges 
dons that an Australian problem 
should be solved by terminating Nor¬ 
folk Island's 120-year -old status as a 
separate and distinct entity* 

All of these Issues come to a fo¬ 
cus In one issue, which is wltether 
the people of the island will, like 
the people in all other Pacific Islands 
administered by English-speaking na¬ 
tions, be allowed the right of self- 
determination of their political fu¬ 
ture, or whether they will be com¬ 
pelled to be Integrated Into Australia 
without their consent. 


IN BRIEF 


LOCATION: South Pacific Ocean, 
1676 km ENE of Sydney, Australia. 
SIZE: About three miles by five - 
3455 hectares, or 8528 acres. 
POPULATION: About 1600. Over 
half (Including wives and husbands) 
are "Pitcairner" families. The Pit¬ 
cairners are a part Polynesian, part 
English race descended from the mu 
tinkers of the "Bounty" in 1789. 

About 1/4 of the population was 
born in Australia, and about 1/4 in 
New Zealand. 

ECONOMY: Traditionally affrfcul- 


turc and subsistence fanning and 
fishing; tourism is the basic "ex¬ 
port income** earner. Some 12, 000 
Australians and 8, 000 New Zealand¬ 
ers visit the Island each year. 
HISTORY: One of England's earli- 
est Pacific settlement in 1788; a 
"hell on earth" penal settlement 
1825-1856; a self-governing British 
colony established for the Pitcairn¬ 
ers 1866-1896; a non-self-govern¬ 
ing British colony, administered by 
the Governor of N. S*W # , 1897- 
1914; a non-self-governing territory 
under Australian administration since 
1914. 

CLIMATE: Semi-tropical. Average 
rainfall 1335 mm (more in winter 
than in summer). Rarely warmer 
than 28°C or colder than 12°C. 
TERRAIN: Rolling hills and valleys, 
in parts wooded with Norfolk Island 
pines. Steep cliffs, several beach¬ 
es, coral reef. 

SOME FEATURES: No serious crime. 

of-way on all 

roads. Speed limit 60 km. All stu* 
dents traditionally pais N.S. W, 

4th Form final exams. Keys can be 
left in cars. Historic Georgian buil¬ 
dings and mins. Motorists usually 
wave in passing, outside Burnt Pine 
shopping district. One street light. 

No public debt. No proper gaol. 























ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 

* 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 









YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 

a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here's 
what they told u$: 

International Duty-Free; "A special 
on the Breville electric Mini Fryer. 

It's big enough to fry chips for four 
at one go - as well as all the other 
things the family likes deep-fried. 
Only $21.95, during March only." 



Miltons; "We are now receiving new 
consignments of records and cassettes 
every two weeks. Camera? - the new 
Nikkon FM SLR, complete with 50mm 
lens, $399. 96. * 


Proud's ; "Omega watches 


»* 



Casa Kui : "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
ot our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 


Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine M 

■ 

Cameralines: "We have just received 
the brand-new Minolta XG-2 camera. 
It's the latest automatic/manual SIR 
on the market - with motor drive and 
automatic flash unit." 


The Trading Post; '’We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


Norfolk X-Word - "Guiding Jubilee 


ACROSS 


2. Groups of Guides 

8. Deviation 

9. Pre-guide 

10. Printer's measure 
12. Sport 

14. Working holiday! 

16. Golden Jubilee 

17. Australian Bird 

18. Groups of Brownies 


DOWN 

1. World-wide Movement 

2. Church seat 

3. World's Largest Oxen 

4. Balance 

5. Fish eggs 

6. Otherwise 

7. Philatelic presentation 
1L Marches 

13. Pertaining to Mother 
15. To do with compasses 





: GU1TAM8 ypOLWWGER DON REYNOLDS SINGS THE SONGS AND CHANTEYS OF OLD NORFOLK 

at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 WE welcome diners club and 

' * ^ V AMERICAN EXPRESS CARDHOLDERS 



















































Someday all watches will be made this way. 




The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one secona per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wris 11 watch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 

ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than ust a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 

































What Do YOU Want in a Constitution? 


NORFOLK ISLAND has a "constiiu- 
tion“ now - though it is not called 
a constitution. 

The Island’s constitution consists 
of the Norfolk Island Act and various 
other Acts of the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment. Together, they set out how 
the Island is governed. That is the 
purpose of a constitution. 

Norfolk’s present constitution is 
going to be changed. Australia has 
said that it is "outmoded and inap¬ 
propriate" for this day and age. 

The Nimmo report made many 
recommendations on how Sir John 


Nimmo thouglit Norfolk should be 
governed. 

Council has different ideas about 
what it thinks would be best for the 
Island. 

What do you think would be best? 

Here are 35 basic questions about 
how Norfolk should be governed. 
Under each one there are three dif¬ 
ferent answers. One shows how the 
Island is governed now. The next 
shows how Sir John Nimmo wanted 
to see us governed. The third shows 
what the first-draft Constitution, 
prepared for Council and public de¬ 


bate. suggests. 

Check the answers that seem sen 
slblc to you. If you don’t like any 
of the answers, write in a better 
one. Then let one of the members 
of Council know what you think, 
so he can have It in mind as Coun¬ 
cil talks about changes that ought 
to be made in the draft. 


Now is your chance to do some¬ 
thing to help create the kind of gov 
eminent on Norfolk Island that you 
think would be fairest safest, and 
best suited to the Island, now and 
in years to come. 


At present 


Nimmo 


Draft 


Constitution 


At prese nt 


Nimmo 


Draft 

Constitution 


Should we continue to be a distinct and separate territi 
with our own system of laws, benefits, and taxes, or 
should we be joined into Australia and have Australian 
laws, benefits and taxes? 


9* Where should the benefit go of fishing rights and other 
advantages from the sea wi 
around Norfolk? 


Distinct and 
separate 


Joined into Aust¬ 
ralia 


Continue distinct and 
separate 


Australia 


Australia 


N orf oik 


2 . Should we be able to make our own Norfolk Island laws? 


19* What should be the title of the Australian government’s 
senior representative here? 


No 


Municipal-style 
laws only 


Yes. subject to veto 
by Australia 


Administrator! Administrator 


Governor 


3 . Where should decisions be made on policies for Norfolk’s 
immigration, tourism and zoning? 


11. Should he be paid by Australia 


Yes 


Yes 


Canberra 


I Canberra 


! N orf oik 


Should we become integrated into Aus 
dated with Australia, or independent? 


1^. Should Australia have the right to audit our public 
acoounts? 


Yes 


I Yes 


Yes 




Associated 

with 


Australia 


Integrated 

into 

Australia 


Associated with 
Australia 



9 - 9 *■ 


5. Should some Australian laws apply on Norfolk? 


Yes 


| Yes 


i 


Yes 


13. Should property of the Administration pass to the new 
Norfolk government? 


14. Should Australia keep its non-Administration property, 
notably the airport and the met. station? 


* * 


6. Should our consent be necessary before Australian laws 
apply on Norfolk? 


No 


| No 


| Yes 


Yes 


I Yes 


| Yes 




l 


No 


the House consist of elected members only? 


I Yes 


7. Should people of Pitcairn descent have the right to re 
turn and live on Norfolk at any time? 


In practice, 
yes. 


No 


The House would 
decide tikis subject 
to Australian veto 



16. Should we be represented in the Australian parliament? 


No 


i Ye* 


1 No 


8. Ought some seats in the House be reserved only for Pit 
c aimers? 


No 


| No 


| No 


17. What should be the name of Norfolk's representative 
body? 


Counc* 


Territory 

Assembly 


The House 



he NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / March 1978 


27 
























































At pee »el|t 


Ntanroo | Draft 

I At present 

Nimmo 

Draft 



1 Constitution 



Constitution 


18. How many members should it have? 


Niue 


I Nine 


I Nine 


19. How long should you have to live here before you can 
vote? ISP 


6 months with 
Enter & Remain 
permit or 
residency 


5 years 


How long should you 
be elected? 


$ months with 
residency 


5 years 




L Should electors vote as one electorate or in several 

wards? 


One 


I One 


I One 


22. When should elections be held? 


Every 2 yrs. | Every 3 yrs. 


| Every 3 yrs. 


23. Should the House be able to call an election early? 


24. Should the senior Australian representative have the 
rlriu to express Australia's views to the House? 


Yes 


| No 


I Yes 


What should be the tit] 
siding over the House? 


President of 
Committees 


President of 
the Assembly 


President of 
the House 


26. What should be the minimum time that the House 
should be required to consider a proposed law? 


| 28 days 


Should the Australian government 
veto laws approved by the House? 


Yes 


Yes, except muni¬ 
cipal style laws 


Yes 



m 







Should we have the 
referendum after fiv 


No 


| No 


| Yes 


2 9. Who should be responsible for the running of the Nor 
folk Island public service? 


Administrator 


Administrator for 
some matters. 
Assembly execu¬ 
tive officer for 
others. 


The House would 
decide this, sub¬ 
ject to veto. 


30. 


Decisions on daily matters may need to be taken quick¬ 
ly. Do you favour forming a small group of members 
of the l louse with the Australian representative for this 

purpose? (In the Draft this is called the Executive Coun 
cil.) 


court system remain 



| Yes 


Should dtizens have the right to call a referendum i 
any matter affect!: g the peace, order and good gov 
ernment of Norfolk Island? 



33. Should we have* a list of our basic civil and human 
rights which cannot be altered by law except after 

■KBeferen dum ? 



34. Who should be abre to amend the constitution of Norfolk 
Island?* 


Australian 

Parliament 


Australian 

Parliament 


Norfolk Island 
electors subject to 
Australian veto 


35. What percentage of electors should have to approve a 
constitutional amendment? 


None 


I None 


I 60 ft 



COUNCIL 



10.2.78 - First react 
Ions to draft Const'n 


Cl. Ryve;; ’Mr. Chairman, it does 
*<err ironical that at this particular 
date twelve months ago Council was 
preparing a submission to the sot* 



ernment on what they felt were an 
acceptable set of amendments to the 
Nimmo Report as to how it should be 
applied to Norfolk Island. 

1 r.nk, sir, th at Council at that 
dine was under pressure from the 
government to prepare a set of 
recommendations, and we'll all re¬ 
member the large number of meet¬ 
ings that we had to carry this func¬ 
tion out. 

It was quite clear in my mind 
also, sir, that Council had a very 
deep understanding of the need to 


have an economic feasibility study 
done, so that any form of new gov¬ 
ernment that we brought into Nor¬ 
folk Island was one that looked af¬ 
ter die interests of those people 
who have their grass roots in the ba 
sic economy of the Island. 

"There are a number of us on the 
Island who iave incomes that place 
us beyond the need to look at the 
economy, but l think that those val 
ues must be set aside and one of the 
things that we must do is that any 
form pf government we bring in we 
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must be sure that this form of gov¬ 
ernment has a means of sustaining 
itself economically. 

"We ail know from our own busi¬ 
ness experience that to set up a 
company - give it a grand consti¬ 
tution, give it a plan of operation - 
we must have capital to operate it. 

"Whilst I feel that this Constitu¬ 
tion is a progression from the ori¬ 
ginal submission made by Coun¬ 
cil, I think it reaches out for more 
independence than we originally 

visualized in both our submission 
to the Royal Commission and our 
submission to government on the 
Nimmo Report. 

1 feel, sir, that I will give 
Council every support in dealing 
with this document section by 
section, but again I would not be 
prepared to accept any form of 
new government for Norfolk island 
unless we do have this feasibility 
economic study. 

"I would hope, sir, that whilst 
the last Minister refused to co¬ 
operate hi ibis regard that during 
your visit to Canberra you are able 
to show the need to our present 
Minister and endeavour to make 
this type of expertise available to 
Council, because I feel that be¬ 
fore we definitely formed any con¬ 
clusions as to any form of govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island we've got 
to know where we're going finan¬ 
cially. 

"For that reason, 1 shall debate 
this Constitution with the Council 
today, but I just hope that Council 
hasn’t any idea of doing any accept¬ 
ance of this basic document as a 
document to be declared as a Con¬ 
stitution for Norfolk Island." 

Bennett: "first draft 
goes a long way..." 

Cr, Bennett; .Following the 
resolution of Council on 9th Nov¬ 
ember, the first draft of the Con¬ 
stitution from the Constitution Com¬ 
mittee was handed to Council about 
a month ago. 

Firstly, I support the idea of the 
first draft of the Constitution. 

The Council has worked long 
ar.d hard on a plan for democratic 
government for Norfolk Island, and 
it is only proper that a Constitution 
be drawn up defining the form that 
government will take on Norfolk 
Island. 

This first draft goes a long way 
towards defining most of Council's 
plan for democratic government 
that they propose. 


“It is not perfect by any means 
but it was not intended that the 
draft from the Committee be a first 
and final draft. 

"We recognized that when the 
first draft came - before Council, 

and indeed the people of this Island, 
that considerable discussion, altera¬ 
tion and debate would result, and 
from this many alterations, additions, 
deletions could result. 

"It is fair to say that considerable 
comment has been received by 
Councillors already and it is hearten¬ 
ing to know that so many people are 
showing an interest in this very im¬ 
portant step. 

"There has been concern voiced 

# 

over many issues and sections of 
the draft. 

“The most oft expressed views 
have been that the first draft is 
too difficult to really understand. 
Secondly, it is feared that Coun¬ 
cil will rush the matter through. 
Thirdly, that it looks like a bid 
for Independence. 

"I'd like to make a brief com¬ 
ment about those in order. 

: tend to agree that it is rather 
a difficult document to come to 
grips with and 1 would be the first 
to support a move to have the 
first draft simplified and explain¬ 
ed as near to as possible in every¬ 
day language so that it could be 
understood. 1 think it's very im¬ 
portant that everyone does under¬ 
stand this Constitution. 

"We have already been circu¬ 
lated with a paper setting out ques¬ 
tions and answers in simple form. 

This goes a long way in creating 
an understanding and 1 hope that 
this document, or similar docu¬ 
ments, become widely distributed 
in the very near future. 

"As to the second fear that Coun¬ 
cil will rush this Constitution 


it 


through, this fear should be re¬ 
moved. It was never the intention 
at any time to rush his very im¬ 
portant matter. Council has al¬ 
ways recognized that a document 
of such import as this first draft 
Constitution is would require a 
very long period of debate, dis¬ 
cussion, re-writing etc. in order 
to bring forward a Constitution 
with the widest possible support. 

"I envisage the draft Constitution 
being re-written many dines be¬ 
fore It is anywhere near complete. 

"The first fear mentioned pre¬ 
viously was that Council was 
leaning towards indepence. This 
is not so, nor has it ever been. 

The desire of this Council has 
never been for Norfo k to be in¬ 
dependent. We have always 



advocated iclf-govemnnDt la 
association with Australia, and 
this is spelt out in die introduc¬ 
tion to the draft Constitution. 

"Council has always recoflklzcd 
the need for Norfolk Island to be 
associated with Australia..." 

Mackenzie: "present 

systee Is antiquated" 

Cr. McKenzies "... I personally 
say, as l*ve said before, that there 
is need for change. 

"We have had absolutely no 
assistance whatsoever from the gov¬ 
ernment towards a different type 
of government for Norfolk Island 
and.., the present system is that an¬ 
tiquated It's unreal. 

"There are points in the first 
draft which 1 don't agree with. 

"To me, it is written in legal jar¬ 
gon and should be put in simple 
layman's terms so most people can 
understand it 

"I feel we should press on with 
a draft Constitution but, knowing 
the system, we are probably wast¬ 
ing our time. 

"Mr. Chairman, I only hope now 
that the government comes forward 
with round-the-table discussions 
and thrashes out the Norfolk Island 
problem once and for alL ’* 


McIntyre: "text needs 
to be siuplifted..." 


Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, 
this draft Constitution is clearly 
labelled 'First Draft* and that's 
what it was. 

"When Cr. Blucher and I dis¬ 


cussed the ideas in it. and when 
1 take responsibility for most of 
the way those ideas were worded. 

I look back and think that I would do 
it again - the effort was worthwhile. 

"What's happened as a result of 
publishing the ckaft has been an 
enormous amount of interest. I've 
been along to meetings; I've had 
many, many private conversations; 

I find the draft Constitution and 
criticisms of it coming flora all di¬ 
rections. I find that most people 
have thought about it; 1 find most 
people have something quite posit¬ 
ive to say about It, and It's easy 
to see that the time has come for 
us to proceed on this project 
The principles in the draft Con¬ 
stitution - the overriding idea of 
having a Constitution and control 
of Norfolk Island 9 ! affairs In Norfolk 


Island by responsible means - 1 think 
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Arc act la doubt. I'm uue that they 
havc populAx luppoti, in fact I'm 
lure that * lit Amounted to an Instruc- 
3on to that effect was jiven by the 

declarations. 

"The document use it - - it's very 

m 

clear to tell from the criticisms not 
simply round thii table but throughout - 
that the text needs to be greatly sim¬ 
plified sad the ideas that are present¬ 
ed need to be put clearly and simply 
and die legal wordage replaced by 
iimple and obvious words, so that we 
can then spend time debating the 
ideas and not the phrasing. 

Tor the second (draft, which l hope 
will be the next step, obviously a 
great deal of simplification is the 
first objective. 

"Two other matters in the structure 
ot ±t thing have received general 
comment and convinced me that 
modification of die ideas in the draft 
were in order. 

The first is the dtle of Governor 
and having of a Governor. If I might 
summarize the arguments that were 
put to me both at meetings and in 
private, it appears to me td boil down 
to this, A Governor is seen as a 
Queen's man but not the man of the 
Australian government; therefore, the 
title of Governor is not appropriate 
to the Australian representative to 
Norfolk Island. 

"A number of suggestions were made; 
the one that received the most support 
was that the Australian representative 
to Norfolk Island should use the name 
used elsewhere in the Pacific of 'Com¬ 
missioner*. It's used [by New Zealand 
in respect of Niue and Cook Islands; 
it's used by Britain in respect of the 
New Hebrides; It's used by France in 
respect of Its territories; and it has 
different overtones altogether than 
the idea of 'Governor*. 

"If you remove the idea of Gov¬ 
ernor - the idea of having a Queen's 
man present on Norfolk Island - then 
you look to a different method of 
formally creating law. I think 
it would be a great simplification 
fo strip the draft Constitution of its 
moiarchial trappings and leave a 
plain statement that the people of 
Norfolk Island are to govern Norfolk 
Island by their elected representatives 
and a plain statement that those elect¬ 
ed representatives have die power to 
male laws subject to an Australian | 
veto and indeed the qualifications to 
the veto u wefl» The idea of a 
Commissioner begins to commend 
Itielf rather than a Governor, to my 

S«1th: "I will not 

support Independence" 

r ' f * Smith: Mi. Quitman, 1 wasn’t | 
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here at the last meeting that was . 
held by Council when this draft was 

tabled. 

‘I was surprised on returning from 
holidays and reading this Constitution 

to find it a legal drafting that no-one 
can understand. 


it 


However, 1 was more surprised 
when this draft Constitution was 
moved in Council to be presented 
10 the Minister in its original form. 

The reason I don't know, but it 

appears to me we're jumping the 
gun a bit. It would have been better 
to have held on to that draft Consti¬ 
tution until we decided what we’re 
doing and then submit the whole 
draft form when it's finished to the 
Minister, instead of sending it to 
the Minister in its present form. 

Now, firstly, having done that, 

Mr. Chairman, I feel that this 
Council should now wait for the 
Minister to reply on that Constitution 
before we start debating the present 
Constitution. What I mean is to find 
out what the Minister's feelings are 
on this Constitution. 

"However, it appears to me that 
this Constitution is drawn up for a 
nation that's going independent, 
and I certainly will not support any 
move for independence. 

M I expected a simple, non-complex 
authority or a Constitution for execu¬ 
tive power only. Now 1 find that 
in this draft Constitution Norfolk 
Island will.... suggest a Crown Colony. 

’A few minutes ago, Mr. Chairman, 
you mentioned a report released to 
the press by the Hon. R. G. Withers 
stating that they had made an announce 
ment that Norfolk Island is a territory 
of Australia. 

"Sir, l would prefer the status of 
a territory of Australia instead of a 
Crown Colony. 

T will not support the Constitution 
in its present form. It will need 
very careful consideration before 
any decision is made, and that's 
what we're here for. 

"I believe we’re asking far too 
much by doing this. We're letting 
our chance of obtaining executive 
authority that we sought when we 
submitted a submission to the Royal 
Commission of what type of gov¬ 
ernment and what type of authority 
we needed." 

Blucher: "first of 
perhaps nany drafts 

Cr. Blucher: "... I didn't prepare 
myself for any address to Council 
this afternoon because being a mem 
ber of the Committee t was one of 
the ones that placed the first draft 
Constitution forward for discussion 
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by Council and for discussion by 
the whole of the community. 

"It's probably more pertinent that 
the Councillors themselves who are 
not on the Committee have most of 
the say this afternoon. 

'What 1 would like to say very* 
briefly, and this has been said at 

other Council meetings, that this 
is a first draft and it is only a first 
draft, ' here could well be more 
drafts - 2, 3, 4, even more - by 
the time we reach the plan that we 
hope will work for Norfolk Island, 
and we can only do this by govern¬ 
ment negotiations and with consul¬ 
tation and government agreement. 

"Unfortunately this document 
has been put in such a way that a 
lot of people can’t grasp the mean¬ 
ing, but I'm sure that if this Coun¬ 
cil can work on a second draft in 
a far more simpler way that most 
people can understand I’m sure that 
some of the misconstrued feelings 
about the Constitution will disappear 


Snel1: 


ii 


live the 


II 


public acre time 

Cr. Snell; "Mr. Chairman, I feel 
that a Norfolk island Constitution 
is a necessity and also very necess¬ 
ary as a follow-up to the proposals 
this Council in its deliberations af¬ 
ter the probable effects of the Nim- 
mo Report In its application would 
have been had it been introduced 
to Norfolk Island. 

"The decisions and advice tender¬ 
ed at that time were supported by 
the majority of electors, and, as 
we know, this was supported by 
the majority of electors when the 
Minister Sen. Withers was here 
and when he was presented with 
the declarations. 

"From observations and from com* 
ments I have received, I have con¬ 
cluded that even though this Con¬ 
stitution is only in its infant stage 
it is possibly premature at the pres¬ 
ent time, I would prefer that we 
discontinue any further Council 
discussion on this matter, but refer 
it to an appropriate committee 
tor re-valuations and adjustments 
as public comments are received. 

H I don’t think it should be left 
in total abeyance but I think that 
Norfolk Island probably isn’t quite 
ready for a complicated document 
such as this first draft Constitution. 

"I think that, as I heard on the 
radio this afternoon, a more simpli¬ 
fied Constitution is necessary and 
the public gjven more time to de¬ 
bate on its possible effects, before 

anything of this nature is introduced 
for Norfolk. " 













10.2.78 - DEBATE ON 
"PARTLY FREE" NORFOLK 

freedoms are listed 

Cr. Ryves: "Mr. Chairman, on page 
14 of the Minutes, Cr. McIntyre drew 
the attention of Council, with no 
doubt good intent, to a statement in 
the Bulletin rel erring to the Freedom 
House Movement in America and the 
tact that they'd seen fit to classify 
Norfolk Island in its present context 
as being "partly free". 

I read this article and, looking 
at the various countries mentioned 
as being "tree". I'm at loss to under¬ 
stand how they could get the sort of 
misinformation which would allow 
them to suggest that Norfolk Island 
was ‘partly free”. 

"It is my belief, sir, that we on 
Norfolk Island - and I think Council 
would do well to reflect on this situa¬ 
tion - are very free, extremely free, 

'It has in one case been*referred 
to as "the shameful truth”. I don't 
believe there is any shameful truth 
in this because it is my belief, sir, 
that on Norfolk Island we should be 
counting our blessings that we've 
got so much freedom as we've got 
at the moment. 

“I think this is^the very thing that 
brings up the whole context of what 
Norfolk Island is thinking about at 
tne moment in relation to any new 
form of government. 

”1 would just remind Council that 
in Norfolk Island at the moment - 
and I take this point, and perhaps 
I’m wrong in discussing it at this 
stage but I think it's very pertinent 
to get it clearly understood - that 
the freedoms that we have on Nor¬ 
folk Island are many, 

’We*re free of pollution, we’re 
free of organised crime, free of 
tax and duty, free of television, 
public transport, top-heavy social 
services, unions, workers compen¬ 
sation, parking meters, water and 
land rates and many other personal 
restrictions that people are suffer¬ 
ing in Australia, and 1 know that 
when I came to Norfolk Island 1 
came to enjoy the freedom that 
exists here, and I think this is the 
thing we should be fighting for - 
not saying at this moment that 
Norfolk Island is only "partly free”. 

”To my way of thinking, sir, 
the only restrictions that have ever 
been placed on the freedom of the 
people on Norfolk Island have been 
done by this Norfolk Island Counci/ 
and I speak of immigration, tourism 
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levels, environmental control and 

all those things. 

M 1 Just don't know - and 1 was wrack 
ing my brains when 1 read this 
in the Minutes again - as to what 

freedom-restricting legislation 

Australia has ever put on Norfolk 
Island. 


"I'd like any Councillor here 
present to tell me what restrictions 
they've put on us. 

M I think it is important, sir, that 
this Island realizes how very fortunate 
they are and how free we are here to 
do our own thing and move freely, 
and 1 1 it wasn't as it is why are so 
many people from America, England, 
Australia wanting to move here. 

“AH of us on the Immigration Com¬ 
mittee are continually faced with this 
desire of people to move and enjoy 

the freedom that exists .on Norfolk 
Island. 

"I think we should get things in 
the right perspective and stop yell¬ 
ing these sort of irrational thoughts 
and get down to preserving the thing 
that we've got here..." 


do not have re¬ 
sponsible government 


it 


«t 


Cr. McIntyre: "In reply, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, I take Cr. Ryves' point very 
well. 

"There are many things that we do 
freely and many things for which we 
ought to be aware of how well off 
we are, but there are also other 
things - important matters - where 
we do not have responsible govern¬ 
ment and we do not have the final 
steps that would take us to the defini¬ 
tion of a democracy. 

The act the system works very 
well as it is perhaps would have gone 
unnoticed but for the threats posed to 
it by the Nlmmo Report, and there 
we saw the possibility arising of de¬ 
cisions being taken affecting the 
whole future of Norfolk Island, al¬ 
tering things that are here which 
we admire and wish to keep, made 

by people for whom we don't vote 
and over whom we have no control, 
and the threat was to pick Norfolk 
up and put in a slot of their own 
choosing, radically altering things 
that we have. 

"In that last step, we don't have 
the control. 

"Now it's my belief that in pro¬ 
posing to develop the pound work 
that's been laid by this Council - 
and which I think the solemn declara¬ 
tions showed has plenty of popular 
support - I think that if we set out 
to build that to the point where we 
get to the level of having our own 


retpantibk democratic government 

then 1 don t see why we should lose 
«iy of the present freedoms we hav< 
1 don - t sec why we shouldn't 
gain the last ckici necessary to corn 
pleie democratic government for 
Norfolk Island. ** 


II 


would hate to 


it 


the place destroyed 

Cr. Quintal; "...I alto uke Cr, 

<y ve$' point... but 1 think w«*re 
very fortunate to have what we 

have today, and I feel If It wna'i 
for past Councils and the way they 

have fought - especially against 

the Nlmmo Report - and had only 
sat back and done nothing, we'd 

probably have lost a lot of our free¬ 
dom. 


• « 


been blessed 


•« 


n 


much this year - blessed so much 

to my way of thinking that we should 
be very happy. 

^^Vhe two blessings I'm referring to - 
tnere arc two main very important ones 
as 1 see it - and that is a blessing that 
we've had all this beautiful rain and 
the other blessing is the change of 
Ministers from Sen. Withers to Mr. 
EUlcott. 

m very happy about that and 
others are also. 

"We have had blessings all our 
lives here on Norfolk and that's why 
1 live here. ..and 1 don't blame any¬ 
one for wanting to come to the Island 
because it's such a beautiful place. 

I would like to see it always kept 
this way. 

N 1 would hate to see the place des¬ 
troyed by an outside government that 
knows very little about us because 
when in Canberra we learnt quite a 
lot about what some of the parlia¬ 
mentarians thought of Norfolk and 
the way it's run. 

N I have always felt - and 1 will 
say it again - that the price of 
progress which we are getting is 
sacrifice. n 


M 


Cr. Blucher: '...I would like to 
support most of the remarks by 
Cr. Quintal. 

*'I take Cr. Ryves' point very 
clearly, also the last statement of 
his that we need to preserve those 
things well. 

’ That is what wc have been itr. - 
ving for at least for the last twelve 
months - to preserve those freedoms 
that he mentions - and when that 
threat of breaking down the structure 
of those freedoms is put he far* u»i 
we can do nothing else but to do 
our utmost to preserve 

"I take those points very 
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the roots of the 
Pitcairners' culture 


PROFESSOR DOUGLAS OLIVER'S 
"Ancient Tahiti an Society", an 
anthropological study of pre- 
European Tahitians up until the dine 
Ac "Bounty" arrived, was partially 
reviewed in the January Issue of The 
News, Here are more observations 
taken from this three volume study. 
They are of interest because in many 
case^ die customs then were similar 
or identical to ones still common on 
Norfolk. 

The pre-European Tahitians (or 
Maouis) were great feast lovers. 

They would go to a feast whenever 
one occurred. Their hospitality was 
almost boundless and generally they 
nave food away to visitors without 
expectation of return. However, says 
Olive;, the actual transactions were 
sometimes "hedged about with many 
qualifications, or were undertaken 
with other purposes in mind. Most 
acts of food geoeroiity seem to have 
involved a more or less explicit ex¬ 
pectation of return, whether in the 
form of a conventionally defined 
and immediately presented counter- 
g^ft or of some unspecified present 
to be made in the indefinite future." 
In other words, things! usually evened 
themselves oat in the long run or were 
expected to. 

"The principle of food generosity 
was apparently so widely prevalent 
that there may have been occasions 
on which food circulated outside the 
contexts of hospitality - that is, to 
persons from elsewhere not physically 
present in the donor's own household." 
One is reminded immediately of Nor¬ 
folk sod of alii the local fish, jams, 
jellies and avocadoes carried to loved 
ones in Australia, New Zealand and 
elsewhere. 

Sometimes we hear tourists com¬ 
plain that there are no local open 
markets where fresh twits, vegetables 
md rish can be purchased. Usual T. 
these markets, such as Koki In Port 
Moresby, Suva market In Fiji and 
the market of Ouvea in New Cale¬ 
donia are a colo rful attraction and 
fill a local social need as well. 
Women love to gossip while select- 
Mfl their families* favourite foods. 
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However, in the Tahiti of the Pit¬ 
cairners' ancestors families grew 
only what they required for their 
own tables. In times of scarcity or 
emergency one had recourse to their 
friends for supply. Certainly, with 
a few exceptions, this is still the 
practice on Norfolk. 

The Maohis occasionally used 
food in barter transactions as for ex¬ 
ample, "a fisherman who supplied 
his neighbors with fish received from 
(hero canoes, hogs, fruit roots and 
cloth." There are a number of refer¬ 
ences to the use of food as payment 
for-services. "To carpenters for help 
in building houses, to specialists in 
diagnosing and curing ailments, to 
priests in conducting rites, " No doc¬ 
tor or Minister on Norfolk would ever 
be without gifts of food from local 
islanders. 


island foods eaten today are rem¬ 
iniscent of those eaten by the Maohis. 
"Taro was the principle cultivated 
food plant and it is thought it was 
introduced to the islands by them. 

It was baked or eaten in puddings. 
Tender young leaves and stems of 
the plants, having a flavor like spin¬ 
ach, were also eaten. Pilhi taro 


and taro fritters are both popular Isl¬ 
and dishes. 

The sweet potato was cultivated 
by the Maohis." Called the " ’umara 
(pronounced almost like ’kumera*) it 
was very sweet, seldom mealy and 
sometimes quite soft. It was baked 
in stone ovens. Actually, die people 
preferred breadfruit to " 'umara" and 
it was miainiy eaten when breadfruit 
was scarce. Here on Norfolk we 
have the kumera , a delicious sweet 
potato which is used in many island 
dishes. 


The Maohis cultivated bananas in 
groves near their houses. They were 
not grown in an orderly manner. 
Captain Bligfr wrote in 1792, "I 
never saw a regular Plantain Walk 
in Otaheite - a few trees are stuck 
in about their houses, and others are 
dispersed around the hills in She same 
manner. 

"The fruit is not often allowed to 
ripen on the trees, but it Is generally 
cut down as soon as it has reached its 
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tull size, and while yet green; the 
bunch is then hung up in the native 
houses to ripen, and eaten as each 
turns yellow. When they wish to 
accelerate their ripeness for a public 
entertainment, they cut them down 
green, wrap them in leaves, and bury 
them for 36 or 48 hours in the earth... " 
I In the Sunshine Club’s cook book, 

| there are lovely recipes for using 
green bananas as well as ripe ones. 

"Sugarcane was cultivated in small 
patches by the Maohis near their 

houses. The stalk was chewed between 

! & 

| meals, and it was particularly favored 
as sustenance on journeys." How many 
island homes have small patches of 
sugarcane near their homes? Quite a 
I number, 

"Maohis placed a high value upon 
their pigs. They made tools out of 
pig bones, but their principle use of 
pigs was for food. The native pigs 
lived entirely on a vegetable and 
fruit diet. They were baked in earth 
| ovens with several hot stones in their 
bellies which were crammed full of 
clean, green leaves as well. Around 
the hog were put bananas, breadfruit 
and the whole covered with green 
leaves, more hot stones and then 
covered with earth. Baked this way 
for two hours and ten minutes - the 
oven was opened and the hog taken 
|i out and laid on green leaves already 
spread for the purpose on the floor." 

At Bounty Day feasts and other spe¬ 
cial occasions, a suckling pig lies 

ceremoniously on banana leaves 
for all to enjoy. 

" Maohis, from early descriptions 
of their islands, were thought to be 
rather indifferent farmers and swine¬ 
herds but ardent and skilful fisher¬ 
men. It is thought that fishing was 
the most technically developed of 
their subsistence activities. It is 
one in which they took most pleasure - 
fishing being nearer to our Western 
category of "sport" than to our "toil". 
Fishing was, of course, a means of 
procuring food but also an amuse¬ 
ment. The chiefs wanted to excel. 
Fishing was done with a line at high 
tide, a net in lakes or bays or with 
spears on the reefs. Some men were 
skilful enough to catch free-swim¬ 
ming fish by hand." 

It would be hard to find many 
:]! islanders, men or women, who 
didn't derive endless pleasure from 
fishing in and around the waters of 
! Norfolk. And they are skilful too! I 











TWO HOUSEWIVES were discuss¬ 
ing high cost of power on Norfolk 
Island. “1 think it is dreadful, ” 
said one, - "I am seriously think¬ 
ing of using lamps and candles. 
People did here not so long ago!” 

I thought to myself I wonder 
would you? Not me! Along with 
my car and fridge, I bless the 
power if for lighting alone, not 
to mention washing machines, 
deep freezes, irons, frypans and 
many more mod cons many of us 
did not have when our children 
were small. 

Talk is easy and good old days 
easy to refer to, perhaps just be¬ 
cause the good things come to 
mind more quickly than the not- 
so-good things. How many of us 
' oldies” have waited in die fast 
fading light while our man of the 


house has been pulling, swearing, 
muttering all kinds of curses on 
the "bloke” who invented those 
temperamental motors that 
supposed to drive (or whatever 
they do)equally temperamental 
generators. . 

Then one remembers one has 

not bought that mantle for the 
lamp. 

! y this time irate man puts 
his head out the door of the 
"gennie” shed and says : "You'd 
better use the Alladin tonight * 
something wrong with this very 
colourful motor! M 

By now the only thing generated 
>s a temper; one very timidly re¬ 
plies to the effect that you think 
you or got to get a mantle so it 

had better be candles.lt may be 
romantic to dine by candlelight 


but to live by it is spmcthv^ rise. 

I guess many mothers have had 
this experience - a liulc voice 
In ihe dar- saying "Mummy, 1 
feel sick!” Up jumps mummy, 
reaches for the lamp only half a- 
wake, knocks it over so feels her 
way to bedroom, lights a match, 
looks about for candle, reaches It 
just as the match burns a finger, 
fumbles about, candle jumps out 
of makeshift holder, rolls about, and, 
finally, Just as it rolls under the bed 
comes the little voice, *Sorry. I 
couldn't wait any looger mummy!” 

An hour later, mummy goes back 
to bed but takes just a minute to 
wish we were on real power. 

Oh no! Candlelight may be ro- 
* mantle but I will settle for the 

not-so*romantic and "oh so expen¬ 
sive" power. 

No wee children now but not so 
agile either. 

But power or no power, I do not 
regret raising a family here In those 
days of lea mod cons but slow tempo 
living and quiet gentle people. 



a 



WITH THE SWING to white wines 
it followed naturally that vignerons 
would look for new markets for reds 
fjfcd, logically, at lighter styles 
which have the advantages of not 
needing to he aged (there! ore less 
expensive) and, of being amenable 
to chilling, wherein lies part of the 
appeal of white wine. 

The Bond has recently brought in 
a Stanley Clare Valley Beaujolais 
which is, of course, named after 
the wines of the area in the French 
Burgundy region where Gamay grapes 


are used In their making. Gamay, 
however, is rather rare in Australia 
and Stanley have used Shiraz, Gren- 
acbe and Cabernet. 

The result, in my opinion. Is not 
a Beaujolais but, nevertheless, a 
very pleasant light, dry red. Price 
$ 2 , 25 . 

Turning to a traditional Australian 
red I have just tried the Orlando 
Jacob's Creek Claret vintaged in 
1975 from Shiraz, Cabernet and 
Malbec. As this takes its Dame from 
the place where Johann Gramp plant¬ 



ed the rim v*nes in the Bar ossa Vall¬ 
ey In 1847 and also laid the founda¬ 
tion of Orlando, one could expect 
it to be presented as an expensive, 
prestige line. In fact. It Is a well 
balanced wine, smoother than most 
Claret styles, with a slightly astrin¬ 
gent finish and keenly priced at S2.2&. 
It should be worthwhile to cellar a 
few bottles for a couple of years. 

Let us hope the wine makers do 
not get too carried away with new 
styles but continue making good, 
honest, moderately priced reds. 

Finally, 1 hope you were not mis¬ 
led last month by my final remarks 
oq the Quell taler 1971 Semi Lion which 
dsould have read .. give it good 
breathing time - half an hour would 
not be too much." 



MARCH IS HERE once again and 
time to do a bit of tidying up around 
our gardens. 

Cut back any shrubs that need to 
be pruned. Crepe myrtle, hydrangeas 
are two that come to mind. 

Make a sowing of winter flower¬ 
ing sweetpeas -- if you have a sunny 
position so much the better. Morn¬ 
ing sun, of course, for preference 
although later flowering varieties 
do quite well with a western aspect. 
Lin flats, the following ^eeds may 


be set: 

Cauliflower, brussel sprouts, 
green broccoli, pansies, stock, 
nemesia, marigold (calendula) 
are some. 

Life and dry any gladiola corms 
that have died off. Do be patient 
and do not lift while there Is any 
green in foliage as you may well 
damage corm. Besides, those green 
leaves are still feeding the newly 
formed corm which will threw next 
season's flowers. When the corms 




are quite dry, peel of outside cov¬ 
ering, remove old coon, dust with 
a good insecticide, and store in 
cool place. Onion bag is ideal. 
Remember also that rats will eat 
gladiola corm. 

Have you tried ranuncula for 
a lovely show and delightful as 
cut blooms? These are easy to 
grow successfully here -- just 

keep from getting too dry and 
you will get quite a long flowcx- 


g period. 

If your dahlias, like mine, are 
11 making a good show, don't 
it until they show signs of mil- 
w -- give them a spray « 



Kara thane. They should bloom 
for some time yet. 
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AS l SIT DOWN to tell you something 
About die happenings here og Norfolk 
AiHag February. I'm looking out of 
the window end admiring the glorious 
moonlight. The last few nights have 
been to bright that one could see quite 
clearly to do some digging in the gar* 
den* if one felt so inclined! (Or just 
sit out on the verandah and enjoy the 
absolute peace and tranquility.) It 
was on nigh 0 tuch as this many years 
ago wheo parties used to go out horse* 
riding. There's hardly a breath of 
wind tonight - 1 bet there are many 
people dotted around the Island enjoy¬ 
ing being outside at a barbeque and 
Michele Campion will be hoping to* 
morrow is another perfect day for her 
marriage to Leslie Quintal, youngest 
son of loy and Greg Quintal. 

This week has been a very busy 
and Interesting one for the Guiding 
Movement which on Wednesday, 22nd 
February, celebrated not only Think* 
log Day but its 50th birthday of Guid¬ 
ing here on the Island. The occasion 
was marked by the issue of a new set 
of stamps to commemorate die event. 
and die guides and brownies held a pic¬ 
nic tea and campfire down at the 
Youth Compound at Kingston to which 
all pan and present guides and brownies 
were invited along with the cubs and 
scouts. It was another perfect evening 
weather-wise and by all accounts one 
and all had a marvellous time. On 
Saturday morning, 25th February, the 
guides - both present and past - are 
planning a march past through Ac shop¬ 
ping centre and they will also be con¬ 
ducting a street sull outside die Atlan¬ 
tic Centre to raise funds to carry out 
maintenance work on the Guide Hall. 
Sunday morning will find them again 
all dressed in their uniforms for the 

Church Parade at All Saints Church, 
Kingston. . . 

Mrs. Gwen Findlay, one of Nor¬ 
folk's Am girl guides, recalled bow 
tfcr Movement was commenced on 
Si bland by Mrs, Stopp, whose hus¬ 
band was Official Secretary to the 
Administrator. She was assisted in 
her work by bis and VI Christian. 

The guides at that time used to 
meet in the groan <fc of the school 
until it was dr :lded to build the 

C hii k HaJL The land adjoining 
the school was leased from dm Ad¬ 
ministration at 1/- per year. In 
1936 rbe first pine tree was donated 
fee the timber and Mr. Charles (Ert) 


Christian did the milling for 8/- per 
hundred super feet. By 1940 the 
hall was completed and officially 
opened. Fay Bataille, although too 
young at that time to be a guide, 
attended all meetings, camps etc. 
ard was called the guide * mascot". 
Then after being old enough to be 
a guide, Fay retained her interest 
In the movement as the captain 
and has been the guide captain ever 
since. 

In the window of Ure, lynam's 
office is a very interesdpg display of 
photographs showing die first gjroup 
of guides with their leaders right up 
to recent photographs taken last year 
at the guide and scout rally held at 
Kingston. One photo which really 
took my fancy showed a group of 
gu ides all sitting In the back of an 
old jalopy waiting to be taken camp¬ 
ing! 

Although the day was somewhat 
showery for Michele and Leslie's 
wedding, it certainly didn't "damp¬ 
en anyone's spirits". The bridal par¬ 
ty looked really beautiful* Michele 
was dteSsed in a long formal wedding 
gown which had a scooped neck, 
long sleeves and a cumerbund at 
the waist. The train was finely 
edged with guipure lace and with the 
fingertip veil she was a truly radiant 
bride. Her bridesmaids wore cream 
long dresses with shoestring straps 
which crossed over at the back and 
over this they wore a three-quarter 
length tunic-type chiffon top in apri¬ 
cot toniogs which was edged with 
the same material as the dress. 

The effect was superb, especially 
with the three groomsmen dressed 
in dark brown suits. They all pro- * 
vided a colourful backdrop for the 
bride and groom. Leslie was dress¬ 
ed in a white suit. 

The wedding was held at the 
Mission Chapel which, I believe, 
looked quite spectacular. Large 
masses of sunflowers gave a brilliant 
splash of colour in the font and the 
pews were beautifully decorated 
with frangipannl and maidenhair 
fern. After the ceremony the guests 
made their way to the borne of die 
bride's parents at Longridge. The 
back garden was colourfully decor¬ 
ated with palm leaves and hibiscus - 
an unusual feature was the bridal 
table which was a long piece of 
Norfolk pine cut from the middle 


I ot the tree which had the bark still 
left on It and all was stained a dark 
brown -- most effective: With 
much pleasure and enjoyment the 
members of the Wives and Mothers 
Club had been busy during the day 
pee paring the wedding breakfast. 

It is always fun catering for such a 
happy event as a wedding! 

think iie small group of staunch 
supporters of the Parents & Citizens 
Association of the School couldn't 
believe their eyes last Thursday 
night as the school library began 
overflowing with parents and interest¬ 
ed citizens w ho had gathered together 
tor the first P & C meeting for 1978. 
Set ore presenting his report, the new 
Principal, Mr. Ray Wilkinson, in- 
• troduced each of die new teachers' 

m m 

who were all present at the meeting. 
They include Mr. John Epis - Spe¬ 
cial Master and Deputy Headmaster; 
Mr. t revor Allen - Secondary Eng 
lish; Mr. Paul Webster - Social 
Sciences; Miss Patricia Knight - 
1st Class; Mr. Bob Lavender - Pri¬ 
mary 3rd Class and Mrs. Anne Jen¬ 
kins - Art and Home Economics. 

The parents present realised how foi- 
tunate the pupils at the school are 
in having such a fine group of teach¬ 
ers, especially when Mr. Wilkinson 
pointed out that there were over 400 
applicants tor each vacancy. For 
his pan, he said it was a pleasure to 
work with such experienced teachers 
as the staff at his previous school had 
been mainly teachers fresh from Tf*>:h 
ers College. Mr. Wilkinson congratu¬ 
lated the AdministratioQ and the P& 

C or providing and maintaining such 
a well equipped school. He said he 
believed in being firm, but fair, with 
the children and so far there had been 
no problems; both teachers and pupils 
had all settled in happily during the 
first four weeks of the term. One 
point Mr. Wilkinson mentioned which 

I found most interesting - he said he 
found the children here were better 
communicators than their peers on 
the mainland. This he felt could be 
one of the advantages of no television 

on the Island - die children on the 

# 

mainland are used to sitting in front 
of the "box" from teatime till often 

II and 12 o'clock at night, and there¬ 
fore are used to just listening, watch¬ 
ing and being entertained. After the 
meeting everyone adjourned to the 
Home Science room for a cup of tea an< 
and to chat socially with the teachers. 

W 1th a group of such enthusiastic and 
interested teachers, both old and ne*, 

I think the children will have an ex¬ 
citing and exhilarating 1978. Now 
up to the parents to give them suppoi 
and encouragement through condnub 
to atteQd the P & C meetings! 
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MARTIN’S 



LTD 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 


GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS-WHOLESALERS * RETAILERS 


Agents for 


MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. 


Petrol And oil* 


KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED 


SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEOONIENE 


Shipping 


Shipping 


Macdonald Hamilton & co. ltd. 


Shipping 


GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Influence Co. Limited) 


REMINGTON 


Shavers, Home & personal cere producu 


SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) 
BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) 
MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED 
W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED 


Cera, trucks and motorcycles 

Truck, car & cycle tyres 
Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

Pest control experts 


HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED 


RotAvatots, hoes, all 
agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 


REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


WATER TANKS ETC 


* # . * 


ROOFING MATERIALS 


GUTTERINGS 


think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate Inquiries 
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